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Parliament’s historic law, an extended 
wait for women

India’s leap, from back office to global 
brain trust

1. Background

3.Way Forward

2. Challenges

Prelims: General Studies Paper - 1
Indian Polity and Governance - Constitution, Political System, 
Panchayati Raj, Public Policy, Rights Issues

Prelims: General Studies Paper - 1
Current events of national and international importance

Mains: General Studies - 2
Indian Constitution—historical underpinnings, evolution, 
features, amendments, significant provisions and basic 
structure.

Mains: General Studies - 2

Mains: General Studies - 3

Bilateral, regional and global groupings and agreements 
involving India and/or affecting India’s interests.

Indian Economy and issues relating to planning, 
mobilization, of resources, growth, development and 
employment.

	• Parliament passed the Women’s Reservation Act in 
September 2023, reserving one-third of Lok Sabha 
and State Assembly seats for women.

	• The Act links implementation to the first Census after 
2026 and subsequent delimitation.

	• As the next general election is in 2029, reservation 
cannot be implemented then.

	• Without further constitutional amendment, 
women’s reservation will apply only from 2034.

	• Delink women’s reservation from delimitation 
through a constitutional amendment.

	• Enable immediate implementation, either within 
existing constituencies or by modestly expanding the 
Lok Sabha.

	• Consider adding around180 seats reserved for 
women before full delimitation.

	• Address design gaps: include OBC sub-reservation, 
extend reservation to Upper Houses, and clarify 
rotation rules.

	• Publish a clear implementation roadmap to ensure 
that representation is not indefinitely delayed.

	• Constitutional sequencing requires a Census, 
followed by data publication, and then delimitation, 
none of which can be completed before 2029.

	• The 2027 Census data may take 12–18 months to be 
published after enumeration.

	• Only after this can a Delimitation Commission 
redraw 543 Lok Sabha and over 4,000 Assembly 
constituencies.

	• Past Delimitation Commissions took 3-6 years; the 
next will be more complex due to inter-State seat 
reallocation and women’s reservation.

	• The Act provides no sub-reservation for OBC women, 
despite them forming about 40% of India’s female 
population.

	• Reservation is limited to lower houses, excluding the 
Rajya Sabha and State Legislative Councils.

	• Rotation of reserved constituencies lacks operational 
clarity.

	• Delimitation links women’s reservation to the 
north-south population imbalance, where high-
growth States gain seats and southern States lose 
representation.

	• This unresolved federal issue increases the risk of 
delaying women’s reservation.

	• The linkage avoids displacing 181 sitting male MPs 
immediately, revealing clear political reluctance to 
implement the reform.
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4. Way Forward

3. Challenges

2. Benefits

1. Background

1.Context

	• Shift policymaking from regulation to facilitation to 
strengthen India’s position as a global innovation 
hub.

	• Effectively implement the National GCC Policy 
Framework proposed in the 2026-27 Budget.

	• Introduce a dedicated single-window clearance 
system to ease GCC establishment.

	• Rationalise transfer pricing norms and provide tax 
safe harbours for R&D-intensive GCCs to ensure fiscal 
certainty.

	• Promote industry-academia collaboration to bridge 
deep-tech skill gaps.

	• Offer capital subsidies to encourage GCC expansion 
in Tier-II cities and ensure long-term sustainability.

	• Talent shortages in AI security, cloud architecture, 
and quantum-resistant cryptography drive wage 
inflation.

	• Cybersecurity threats have intensified, with India-
based centres facing 13.7% of global cyber-attacks 
(Cyfirma, 2023).

	• Compliance costs have increased under the Digital 
Personal Data Protection (DPDP) Act.

	• GCCs now lead global strategy, high-end R&D, and 
proprietary IP, making India central to global value 
chains.

	• They function as global Centres of Excellence in 
technology, finance, legal, and HR functions.

	• Growth has expanded to Tier-II and Tier-III cities 
such as Coimbatore, Indore, and Kochi, reducing 
metro pressure.

	• GCCs generate high-value jobs, higher wages, and 
stimulate local infrastructure and service economies.

	• By early 2026, India has transitioned from the 
“world’s back office” to a global innovation hub 
through Global Capability Centres (GCCs).

	• GCCs are advanced hubs that go beyond support 
roles to shape the parent company’s future.

	• GCCs have evolved across four phases, with the 
current GCC 4.0 stage focused on end-to-end product 
ownership.

	• India hosts over 1,800 GCCs, employing nearly 2 
million professionals.

	• Around 58% of GCCs are investing in Agentic 
AI, enabling enterprise-scale deployment and 
intellectual property (IP)

	• Leaders in J&K have opposed India’s new trade deals 
with the U.S. and the EU.

	• Under the India-United States Trade Deal, apple 
import duty was reduced from 50% to 25%.

	• Under the India-European Union Trade Deal, apple 
import duty was reduced to 20% under TRQ.

Why are apple traders in J&K worried?
Prelims: General Studies Paper - 1
Current events of national and international importance

Mains: General Studies - 3
Food processing and related industries in India- scope 
and significance, location, upstream and downstream 
requirements, supply chain management.

Agentic AI refers to autonomous AI systems that 
can reason, plan, and execute complex tasks 
independently, rather than merely responding to 
instructions.

Reshoring refers to the policy of bringing 
manufacturing, data, or service operations back to a 
company’s home country from overseas locations.

	• Fiscal uncertainty stems from the Organisation for 
Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD) 
Global Minimum Tax, which sets a 15% global tax 
floor.

	• It is compounded by India’s 24% R&D markup under 
Safe Harbour rules.

	• Geopolitical risks, including U.S. reshoring and trade 
volatility, may slow future GCC investments.
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3. What is ALARA?

2. What is the LNT Model?

1.Context

5. Political and Policy Demands

4. Impact on Prices and Cold Storage

3. Competitive Disadvantages Faced by J&K

2. Importance of Apple Production in J&K

	• The ICRP formally introduced “As Low As Reasonably 
Achievable” (ALARA) in 1977 as the practical 
application of radiation safety.

	• It means radiation exposure should be kept as low 
as reasonably possible.

	• It balances safety with practicality, cost, and social 
needs, using better equipment, procedures, and 
training.

	• The Linear No-Threshold (LNT) model states that 
any amount of ionising radiation, even very small 
doses, carries some risk of harm, especially cancer.

	• Adopted by the International Commission on 
Radiological Protection (ICRP)   in 1959. 

	• The model states that there is no completely safe 
level of radiation, and the risk increases with higher 
doses.

	• For decades, global radiation safety has been guided 
by two core principles:

	h Linear No-Threshold (LNT) Model

	h ALARA (As Low As Reasonably Achievable) 
Principle

	• Recently, the U.S. Department of Energy dropped 
ALARA from its regulations.

J&K parties and trader groups demand:

	• Exclusion of apples from trade deals.

	• Western countries produce better-quality Gala 
apples than India.

	• Reduced duties may bring cheaper imports from 
countries. 

	• Cheap imports may undercut apples stored in 
Kashmir’s cold storages.

	• This could lower off-season prices and cause distress 
sales.

	• J&K has small orchards (0.40 hectares) compared to 
50+ hectares in the United States, New Zealand, and 
the European Union.

	• India produces 7-8 tonnes per hectare, while 
the United States, Iran, New Zealand, and China 
produce 40-70 tonnes per hectare.

	• Western countries use advanced technology ,while 
J&K farmers lack similar technological and policy 
support.

	• Accounts for 50% of total horticulture production of 
J&K

	• Employs 35 lakh people (directly and indirectly) and 
supports approximately 7 lakh families.

	• Contributes over 70% of India’s total apple 
production.

	• Apple is the fourth most important fruit crop in 
India. 

	• Other producing States: Himachal Pradesh, 
Uttarakhand, Tamil Nadu, Nagaland, and Sikkim.

Why did the U.S. drop a core radiation 
safety rule?

Prelims: General Studies Paper - 1
Current events of national and international importance

Mains: General Studies - 2
Effect of policies and politics of developed and developing 
countries on India’s interests, Indian diaspora.

A Tariff Rate Quota (TRQ) is a system where a fixed 
quantity of imports is allowed at a lower duty, and any 
imports beyond that limit face a higher duty.

	• The EU apple quota is 50,000 tonnes per year, 
increasing to 1,00,000 tonnes in 10 years.

	• An all-party meeting to develop a joint strategy.

	• Interest-free loans under the Holistic Agriculture 
Development Programme (HADP).

	• Expansion of cold storage and controlled-atmosphere 
facilities.

	• Activation of dry port projects for smoother 
transportation.
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International Commission on Radiological 
Protection (ICRP)

	• The International Commission on Radiological 
Protection was established in 1928 and was 
originally known as the International X-ray 
and Radium Protection Committee (IXRPC).

	• It is an independent, non-governmental 
scientific organization that provides 
recommendations on radiation protection.

	• The ICRP develops the global system of 
radiological protection based on the principles 
of justification, optimization (ALARA), and dose 
limitation.

	• Its recommendations form the basis of radiation 
safety standards adopted by the International 
Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) and many national 
regulatory authorities.

	• The headquarters of the ICRP is located in 
Ottawa, Canada.

Generative Pre-trained Transformer 4 (GPT-4)

	• GPT-4 is a large multimodal model, developed 
by OpenAI.

	• It can understand both text and images as 
input and generate text-based responses.

	• The model was trained using reinforcement 
learning from human feedback (RLHF) to 
improve safety, accuracy, and adherence to 
user intent, significantly reducing harmful 
outputs compared to GPT-3.5.

	• GPT-4 can process more than 25,000 words of 
text at once.

	• This allows it to handle long-form writing, 
document analysis, and extended 
conversations.

Article 105 of the Indian Constitution

	• Article 105 guarantees freedom of speech in 
Parliament, subject to the Constitution and 
parliamentary rules.

5.What lies ahead?

4. Why Has the U.S. Department of Energy 
Eliminated ALARA?

	• The International Commission on Radiological 
Protection has not planned to change dose limits, 
though low-dose regulation may be debated.

	• Dropping ALARA and LNT may appear as weaker 
safety standards and increase public mistrust.

	• Recent studies suggest possible cancer risks at very 
low doses.

	• India follows internationally accepted radiation 
safety practices and should continue doing so.

	• The Department of Energy says reforming the 
radiation framework will better support nuclear 
innovation and advanced technologies.

	• Critics say the move is politically motivated.

	• It goes against international bodies that support 
LNT.

	• There is no strong evidence to replace LNT with 
models like hormesis.

Hormesis is the idea that very low doses of radiation 
may be harmless or even beneficial, while high doses 
are harmful.

	• When these principles are wrongly applied, they 
create problems.
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	• Members of Parliament enjoy immunity from 
court proceedings for speeches made or votes 
cast in Parliament or its committees.

	• Parliamentary publications, including reports 
and proceedings, are protected from legal 
action.

	• Under Article 105(3), Parliament may define 
its powers, privileges, and immunities by law, 
but no such law has been enacted so far.

	• In the absence of legislation, these privileges 
continue as they existed before the 44th 
Constitutional Amendment Act, 1978.

	• In practice, guidance is still drawn from the 
privileges of the House of Commons (UK).

	• These protections also extend to persons 
authorised to participate in parliamentary 
proceedings.

Article 121 of the Indian Constitution

	• Article 121 prohibits discussion in Parliament 
on the conduct of judges of the Supreme 
Court and High Courts in the discharge of their 
duties.

	• Such discussion is permitted only during 
impeachment proceedings, that is, on 
a motion for presenting an address to 
the President for the removal of a judge. 
 

International Emergency Economic Powers Act 
(IEEPA), USA

	• The International Emergency Economic Powers 
Act (IEEPA) was enacted in 1977 and signed by 
President Jimmy Carter.

	• It empowers the U.S. President to regulate or 
restrict economic transactions with foreign 
entities.

	• Such powers can be exercised only during a 
declared national emergency arising from 
external threats to U.S. security, foreign policy, 
or the economy.

	• The Act does not allow use of these powers 
for any other purpose beyond such declared 
emergencies.

	• IEEPA evolved as a reform of the Trading with 
the Enemy Act (1917) and operates within 
the framework of the National Emergencies 
Act (1976).

	• In February 2026, the U.S. Supreme Court 
ruled that IEEPA does not authorise the 
President to impose tariffs, citing the major 
questions doctrine.

	• Although frequently invoked for sanctions 
and asset controls, tariff powers are not 
explicitly provided under IEEPA.


