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The bulldozed demolition of MGNREGA

Prelims: General Studies Paper - 1
Indian Polity and Governance - Constitution, Political System,
Panchayati Raj, Public Policy, Rights Issues

Mains: General Studies - 2

Government policies and interventions for development
in various sectors and issues arising out of their design and
implementation.

MGNREGA (Mahatma Gandhi National Rural
Employment Guarantee Act), 2005, inspired by Article
41 (Right to Work), was enacted after 13 months of
public consultations and unanimous parliamentary
approval.

The Viksit Bharat Guarantee for Rozgar and Ajeevika
Mission (Gramin) (VB-G RAM G) Bill removes the
legal employment guarantee, converting a demand-
driven right into a Union-controlled scheme, and
limits coverage to Union-notified rural areas.

Uncapped, demand-based funding is replaced by
pre-fixed budget allocations, effectively capping
workdays by Union priorities.

The all-year employment guarantee is weakened by
mandating 60 no-work days during peak agricultural
seasons, eroding workers’ bargaining power and
wage gains.

Cost-sharing changed from 90:10 to 60:40
(Centre:State), with excess expenditure fully borne
by States, discouraging work provision and stressing
State finances.

Gram Sabha- led decentralisation under the 73rd
Constitutional Amendment is replaced by top-down
planning through the PM GatiShakti National Master
Plan (PMGS-NMP).

3. Socio-Economic Consequences

e For 20 years, MGNREGA ensured wage security,
reduced seasonal distress migration, empowered
gram panchayats, and institutionalised social audits.

e During COVID-19, it was one of only two delivery
channels, along with the National Food Security Act
(NFSA), 2013, reaching the most vulnerable.

e Claims of increasing employment from 100 to 125
days are contradicted by fiscal caps, centralisation,
stagnant budgets, delayed wage payments, and
exclusionary technology.

4. Wider Constitutional Implications

e The dilution of MGNREGA reflects a broader rollback
of rights-based laws:

© Weakening of the Right to Information (RTI),

© Undermining of the Right to Education (RTE)
through National Education Policy (NEP), 2020
(closure of ~1 lakh primary schools),

© Dilution of the Forest Rights Act (FRA), 2006 via
Forest (Conservation) Rules, 2022,

© Weakening of the Right to Fair Compensation and
Transparency in Land Acquisition, Rehabilitation
and Resettlement Act, 2013, and

© Erosion of the National Green Tribunal (NGT),
2010.

e The erosion of the right to work signals a retreat from
Sarvodaya (welfare of all), with long-term human
and fiscal costs for crores of rural workers.

Unlocking the potential of India-Africa
economic ties

Prelims: General Studies Paper - 1
Current events of national and international importance

Mains: General Studies - 2
India and its neighborhood- relations.
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1.Context

PM Modi’s July 2025 five-nation tour (Namibia,
Ghana, Trinidad and Tobago, Argentina, Brazil) and
December 2025 Ethiopia visit highlighted India-
Africa economic ties, building on momentum from
the past decade.

During India’s 2023 G20 presidency, the African
Union gained full membership, symbolizing
strengthened strategic partnership and India’s role
in amplifying Africa’s global voice.

Rooted in historical cultural affinity and political
solidarity, India-Africa ties have shifted focus to
economics in recent decades, fostering trade,
investment, and development cooperation.

2. Diversification Amid Western Uncertainty

India needs to diversify exports from the US /
European Union (40% of FY24 total) to Africa amid
market risks.

India is Africa’s 4th largest partner with $100B
trade; exported $38.17B in FY24 to Nigeria, South
Africa, Tanzania (petroleum, engineering, pharma,
rice, textiles).

China dominates with over $200B trade. Around
21% of Africa’s imports comes from China.

3.Strategic Pillars for India

India targets doubling Africa trade by 2030 through:

Pillar 1: Negotiate Preferential Trade Agreements/
Comprehensive Economic Partnership Agreements)
with African economies and African Continental Free
Trade Area to remove barriers.

Pillar 2: Shift to value-added manufacturing Joint
Ventures in Africa for US access and local growth.

Pillar 3: Scale Lines of Credit, enhance trade
finance access, adopt local currencies, and form
joint insurance pools; Africa suits MSMEs unlike the
competitive US.

Pillar 4: Invest in port modernisation, hinterland
connectivity, and India-Africa maritime corridors to
lower freight costs.

Pillar 5: Leverage IT (Information Technology),
healthcare, professional services, and  skill
development for high-value exports, digital trade,
and people-to-people links.
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4. Key Challenges in India-Africa Trade

o Lack of attention hinders Micro, Small and Medium
Enterprises access to African markets despite their
suitability unlike competitive US

e Current measures inadequate for services trade.

o Limited accessibility to Lines of Credit and finance,
plus high perceived political/commercial risks,
restricts sustainable trade ties.

5.Way Forward

Strengthen Indian firm investments in African
manufacturing, agro-processing, infrastructure,
renewables, and emerging tech.

Public sector units must lead investments in mining
and mineral exploration to overcome bureaucratic
hurdles, political instability, and financing costs.

Curb Mauritius tax-evasion routes; enable genuine
African expansion.

Move beyond trade to long-term ties amid global
supply chain shifts and multipolar order.

Southern Ocean carbon ‘anomaly’
reveals what models can still miss

Prelims: General Studies Paper - 1
Indian Polity and Governance-Constitution, Political System,
Panchayati Raj, Public Policy, Rights Issues, etc.

Mains: General Studies - 3
Conservation, environmental pollution and degradation,
environmental impact assessment.

1. Context

The Southern Ocean plays a major role in controlling
Earth’s climate.

It absorbs a very large share of heat and carbon
dioxide (CO,) from the atmosphere.

Scientists study this ocean closely because changes
here can strongly affect global climate.

2. Why the Southern Ocean is Important

e |t covers about one-fourth to one-third of the
world’s oceans.
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e It absorbs nearly 40% of the CO, taken up by all
oceans from human activities.

e Cold and fresh surface water forms a layered
structure that helps trap carbon inside the ocean
instead of releasing it into the air.

3. What Scientists Expected vs What

Actually Happened

e Climate models predicted that stronger winds and
warming would bring carbon-rich deep water to the
surface.

e As greenhouse gas levels increase, westerly winds
in the Southern Hemisphere will become stronger
and shift toward the poles.

e This will cause stronger upwelling in the Southern
Ocean, bringing deep, carbon-rich water closer to
the surface.

e This was expected to reduce the ocean’s ability to
absorb CO,.

o However, real observations since the early 2000s
showed the opposite:

© The Southern Ocean has been absorbing more
carbon, not less.

e Deep carbon-rich waters did rise, but carbon was not
released into the atmosphere as expected.

4. New Findings and Future Concern

e Increased rainfall and melting Antarctic ice made
surface water fresher and lighter.

e This created a freshwater “lid” that stopped carbon-
rich deep water from reaching the surface.

e Recently, this protective layer has started to thin and
weaken.

o If it disappears, the ocean may begin releasing CO,,
reducing its role as a carbon sink.

How South Asians became targets of
racist hate on Elon Musk’s X

Prelims: General Studies Paper - 1
Current events of national and international importance

Mains: General Studies - 3
Awareness in the fields of I'T, Space, Computers, robotics,
nano-technology, bio-technology and issues relating to
intellectual property rights.

1. Context

A racist post by a senior Al professional on X
targeting South Asians sparked widespread outrage
and renewed attention to anti-South Asian racism
on the platform.

The issue became prominent after Elon Musk’s
takeover of Twitter.

2. Nature of Abuse on X

South Asians are targeted based on race, skin colour,
religion, jobs, and immigration status.

Abusive content includes racial slurs, stereotypes
about hygiene, and calls for deportation.

Women face both racism and misogyny, while
Muslims and Hindus face religious hatred.

Al tools are being misused to create racist deepfakes
and images.

3. Who Were Targeted

Several South Asian-origin public figures in the U.S.
were attacked online.

They were abused for posting family photos, religious
greetings, or holding public office.

Abuse included slurs, threats, questioning
citizenship, and doxxing.

Ordinary South Asian tech workers and users are also
affected.

4. Reasons for the Rise in Hate

Immigration debates, especially around H-1B visas,
increased hostility.

Political rhetoric against diversity and immigration
encouraged negative views of minorities.

Studies show most hateful posts focus on deportation,
job theft, and population replacement.

Repeated racist language has made such hate more
normal and widespread on X.
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Blue Sky Protection Campaign

The Blue Sky Protection Campaign is a national
air-pollution control initiative launched by
China in 2018 to improve ambient air quality,
especially in major urban and industrial regions.

It targets key pollutants such as PM2.5, PM10,
sulphur dioxide (SO,), nitrogen oxides (NOx),
and ground-level ozone, with region-specific
reduction goals.

Itemphasises regional coordination, particularly
in heavily polluted clusters like the Beijing—
Tianjin—Hebei region and the Yangtze River
Delta.

It aligns with the UN International Day of Clean
Air for Blue Skies (September 7) by advancing
global goals of reducing air pollution to protect
public health, ecosystems.

Chillai Kalan

Chillai Kalan is the local name given to intense
cold waves in Kashmir and Ladakh region, it
consists of three months.

It is divided into three parts called the Chilas:-
© Chillai Kalan
© Chillai Khurd
@ Chillai Bache

Chillai-Kalan is the 40-day period of harsh
winter beginning from December 21 and ends
on January 31 next year.

Chillai-Kalan is followed by a 20-day long
Chillai-Khurd (small cold) that occurs between
January 31 and February 19 and a 10-day
long Chillai-Bachha (baby cold) which is from
February 20 to March 2.

Chillai kalan is a persian term which means
extreme cool where the temperature reaches
below-40 degree centigrade.

Koyla Shakti

Koyla Shakti was developed by National
Industrial Corridor Development Corporation
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(NICDC) under the guidance of the Ministry of
Coal and is powered by the Unified Logistics
Interface Platform (ULIP).

Koyla Shakti marks a major step in integrating
technology and data-driven decision-making
into India’s coal and logistics ecosystem.

The platform enables real-time monitoring

of coal production, transportation, and
consumption.
By integrating data from  multiple

stakeholders,including central ministries, state
mining departments, power utilities, ports,
and the private sector, the platform transforms
coal logistics into an intelligent, proactive, and
sustainable system.

PM GatiShakti National Master Plan (PMGS-NMP)

PM GatiShakti National Master Plan (PMGS-
NMP) was launched on 13 October 2021

It aims to provide seamless multimodal
connectivity, improve logistics efficiency, and
drive sustainable economic growth.

It is based on seven engines: Railways, Roads,
Ports, Waterways, Airports, Mass Transport,
and Logistics Infrastructure.

These engines are supported by energy
transmission, IT communication, bulk water
and sewerage, and social infrastructure, and
powered by clean energy and Sabka Prayas (
(Collective Effort)

The plan integrates Central and State
infrastructure projects under the National
Infrastructure Pipeline (NIP).

It focuses on integrated planning, innovative

financing, technology use, and faster
implementation.
It is implemented through a GIS-based

Digital Master Plan developed by BISAG-N
(Bhaskaracharya National Institute for Space
Applications and Geoinformatics).

The platform integrates 200+ GIS layers,
uses ISRO satellite imagery, Survey of India
base maps, and is hosted on MEGHRAJ, the
Government of India cloud.
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PM Electric Drive Revolution in Innovative Vehicle
Enhancement (PM E-DRIVE) Scheme

e The PM E-DRIVE Scheme was launched by the
Ministry of Heavy Industry (MHI), notified on
29 September 2024.

e It is implemented from 1 October 2024 to 31
March 2026, with Electric Mobility Promotion
Scheme 2024 (EMPS 2024) subsumed, making
the effective duration two years.

e« The scheme promotes affordable, clean, and
sustainable electric mobility, with emphasis
on public and commercial transport.

o Eligible categories include e-2 Wheelers,
e-3 Wheelers (e-rickshaws, e-carts, L5),
e-Ambulances, e-Trucks, e-Buses, EV charging
infrastructure, and upgradation of testing
agencies.

e Incentives apply mainly to commercially
registered e-2Ws and e-3Ws, while privately or
corporate-owned e-2Ws are also eligible.

e Incentives are limited to EVs fitted with
advanced battery technology.

e« PM E-DRIVE e-Voucher system enables
Aadhaar FACE-authenticated e-KYC, with
vouchers generated on the portal and sent to
customers’ registered mobile numbers at the
time of EV purchase.
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