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3. India Angle and Governance Concerns

Emails name Anil Ambani and Hardeep Puri (Union
Minister), raising questions about political access
and official proximity to Epstein.

From Washington to Delhi, the shadow of
Epstein

Prelims: General Studies Paper - 1
Current events of national and international importance

Mains: General Studies - 2
Effect of policies and politics of developed and developing
countries on India’s interests, Indian diaspora.

e The release of the Epstein files exposes a global
model of elite “bonding” linking political power,
corporates, finance, and wealth.

e The emails suggest help was sought to arrange senior
political meetings before a Prime Ministerial visit,
raising serious governance concerns.

The government dismissed references to the Prime
Minister as unreliable, but no inquiry into the Indian
individuals’ conduct is evident.

Parliamentary discussion on the files was blocked,
heightening concerns about transparency.

e The documents show how criminality and impunity
became tools of access and profit, eroding moral
constraints in systems driven by private gain.

Tehran reenters the global geopolitical
spotlight

Prelims: General Studies Paper - 1

o Jeffrey Epstein, a convicted sex offender, continued : ¢ ) )
Current events of national and international importance

to operate for years despite early complaints and
investigations.

Mains: General Studies - 2
Bilateral, regional and global groupings and agreements
involving India and/or affecting India’s interests.

1.Context

In 2015,under the U.S. presidency of Barack Obama,

2. Systemic Complicity and Failure of Accountability

e Epstein’s networks relied on secrecy, mutual
dependency, and complicity, often mixing coded
references to abuse with business and political

dealings.

Despite complaints from 2005 and police findings
of multiple victims, a 2008 non-prosecution deal
allowed Epstein minimal punishment and daily work
release.

Successive governments ignored survivors’ voices;
Epstein was re-arrested only in July 2019 and died
before trial in August 2019.

Concealing names in the released documents
and alleged cover-ups have protected powerful
individuals and weakened justice.

the P5+1 (UNSC permanent members + Germany)
negotiated the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action
(JCPOA) with Iran.

The deal limited Iran’s nuclear programme in
exchange for easing sanctions.

At that time, Iran’s leaders: Hassan Rouhani and Ali
Khamenei said the nuclear programme was peaceful.

2. The Trump Shift: Exit and Escalation

Under Donald Trump, the U.S. withdrew from the
JCPOA in 2018, calling it flawed and against American
interests.

In 2025, the U.S. and Israel carried out airstrikes on
Iran’s nuclear and air defence sites.

enquiries@fortuneias.com | www.fortuneias.com | +91 94950 15888 | +91 81389 40888 @fortuneias () @fortune_ias_academy



FORTUNE IAS NEWS DAILY EXPLAINER 20-02-2026

o Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu claimed Why begin-early mantrdis a key
Iran was close to developing nuclear weapons. prevention strategy in dentistry

After the strikes, President Donald Trump started Prelims: General Studies Paper - 1

diplomatic talks with Iran in Oman, similar to earlier Economic and Social Development-Sustainable Development,
negotiations. Poverty, Inclusion, Demographics, Social Sector Initiatives, etc.

3. Regional Concerns: Fear of Escalation Mains: General Studies - 2

Issues relating to development and management of Social

. . Sector/Services relating to Health, Education, Human
Gulf Arab states do not want military escalation, RESOUTCCS

even though they have tensions with Iran.

o Most countries prefer successful talks to avoid a long 1. The Shift: From Fear to Prevention

regional war.

o lIran has warned it can retaliate, including targeting

Earlier, children visited a dentist only during
U.S. bases in the Gulf. emergencies (pain, swelling, cavities).

+ Global anxiety is rising mainly due to uncertainty First dental experiences were often linked to fear,
about President Donald Trump’s decisions. drills, and pain.

Modern paediatric dentistry focuses on prevention

4. Implications for India rather than repair.

Goal: Make dental visits a part of routine health care,
India supported the JCPOA as it: not crisis management.

o Enabled sanctions relief and oil trade resumption.

. Lo : 2. Early Intervention: Start Before Problems Begin
o Helped secure Iran as a major oil supplier. e

e Supported connectivity projects like Chabahar Port. A first dental visit is recommended on the first

Beyond oil, Iran matters to India due to: birthday.
Acts like a “well-baby check-up” for the mouth.

o lts relations with Pakistan.

Focus areas:

o Its engagement with the Taliban in Afghanistan.

o ltsinfluence in Central Asia. © Cleaning baby teeth and gums

© Guidance on feeding habits (e.g., avoiding

bedtiigioties

@ Understanding fluoride use
e lran is facing internal instability due to continuous

protests. Small daily habits (correct brushing, diet changes)

build strong long-term protection.

Moderates and conservatives have united after U.S.
bombings, strengthening nationalist politics.

Early visits build trust and reduce lifelong dental
anxiety.

o lran’s internal politics will strongly influence the
outcome of external negotiations. 3. Simple but Powerful Preventive Tools

o Successful talks are better than more war, with a large

U.S. military presence in the region.
v < Silver Diamine Fluoride (SDF):

e Stops early cavities without drilling or injections

e Quick, painless, affordable (though it stains the cavity
dark)
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Fluoride varnish:

e Strengthens enamel

Toothbrushing:

e Rice-sized amount of fluoride toothpaste for toddlers

e Parents should supervise brushing until around 8
years

o Most effective and low-cost prevention method

4. Why Prevention Matters

o Tooth decay is the most common chronic disease in
children, yet largely preventable.

e Prevention reduces:
@ Pain and infections
@ Missed school days
© Emergency expenses
© Emotional and financial stress on families

e Oral health affects overall nutrition, sleep,
concentration, and learning.

e« The mouth is the “front door” to overall health.

e Prevention promotes equity and access, especially
through:

© School nurses
© Community health workers

© Collaboration with paediatricians and teachers

KEYWORDS

4 I
GPU (Graphics Processing Unit)

e In 1999, California-based Nvidia introduced
the GeForce 256, calling it the world’s first GPU
(Graphics Processing Unit).

¢ Itwasdesignedtoimprove video game graphics
and performance.

e« Over the last 25 years, GPUs have moved
beyond gaming and are now a key part of the
digital economy’s core infrastructure.

e A GPU is a type of processor built to perform
many simple calculations at the same time
(parallel processing).

- J
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.

e This makes it ideal for handling graphics, 3D
models, and large data tasks.

e GPUs can read and write huge amounts of
data quickly.

o To support this, they use their own dedicated
memory called VRAM (Video RAM).

e« VRAM has high bandwidth, meaning it can
transfer large volumes of data per second.

o It stores things like textures, 3D models, and
final images during processing.

e Inacomputer, the GPU is not below the CPU.

o It is a separate chip (or set of chips) placed
on the motherboard or a graphics card, and
it is connected to the CPU through a high-
speed link

International Air Transport Association (I1ATA)

e The International Air Transport Association
(IATA) is the global trade association of
airlines.

e It represents around 360 airlines from about
120 countries, covering nearly 85% of global
air traffic.

e It was founded on 19 April 1945 in Havana,
Cuba, andisthe successortothe International
Air Traffic Association (1919).

e |ATA’s mission is to represent, lead, and serve
the airline industry by developing global
standards for safety, security, efficiency, and
financial systems.

e Itconducts the IATA Operational Safety Audit
(I0SA), assigns airport and airline codes, and
manages the Billing and Settlement Plan
(BSP).

e IATA undertakes policy advocacy for
sustainable growth, including promotion of
Sustainable Aviation Fuel (SAF) and net-zero
carbon emissions by 2050.

o India hosted the 81st IATA Annual General
Meeting and World Air Transport Summit in
June 2025 at Bharat Mandapam, New Delhi,
hosted by IndiGo.

/
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Maritime Security Belt 2026

e The “Maritime Security Belt 2026” naval
exercise is a joint drill involving the navies of
Iran, Russia, and China currently taking place
in the Strait of Hormuz, the Gulf of Oman, and
the northern Indian Ocean.

e The drills began around February 18-19, 2026,
and are framed as a strategic signal amidst
heightened tensions with the United States.

e The exercise focuses on “combating maritime
terrorism,” “securing trade routes,” and
conducting search-and-rescue operations
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