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The story of ‘We, the moving people’ 3. Scale of Migration and Its Political Impact

‘ Prelims: General Studies Paper - 1 ‘
Current events of national and international importance

Mains: General Studies - 2 .
Effect of policies and politics of developed and developing
countries on India’s interests, Indian diaspora.

1. Context: Citizenship, Migration, and Political

Anxiety

o Citizenship is traditionally linked to residence in a
fixed territory.

e Migration (internal and international) breaks the
assumed link between citizenship, territory, and
voting.

e Governments worldwide struggle to manage this
shift, leading to public anxiety, anti-immigrant
politics, mass deportations, and voter list clean-ups.

2. Electoral Rolls, Voting Rights, and
State Control

e In India, the Election Commission of India (ECI) has
begun a Special Intensive Revision (SIR) of electoral
rolls, starting with Bihar.

e The ECI argues that urbanisation and migration
cause duplicate voter registrations, requiring a pan-
India verification.

e In the United States, the Trump administration o
pushed for:
© Access to full voter databases O

© Proof of citizenship (passport/birth certificate)
for voting

The number of global migrants has nearly doubled:
From 154 million (1990) to 300+ million (2024).

Western countries show rising foreign-born
populations, fueling nativist populism:

@ US.: 14-15%

© UK: 16%

© Canada: 22%

© Australia: 31-32%

India has 35.4 million overseas Indians:
© 15.8 million citizens

© 19.6 million Persons of Indian Origin (PIOs)

A Person of Indian Origin (PIO) means a foreign
citizen (except a national of Pakistan, Afghanistan
Bangladesh, China, Iran, Bhutan, Sri Lanka and
Nepal) who at any time held an Indian passport
Or who or either of their parents/ grand parents/
great grand parents was born and permanently

resident in India as defined in Government of India
Act, 1935 and other territories that became part of
India thereafter provided neither was at any time a
citizen of any of the aforesaid countries ( as referred
above); Or Who is a spouse of a citizen of India or
a PIO

Though overseas Indians can enrol as voters, they
must be physically present in India to vote.

A petition seeks remote voting rights for Non-
Resident Indians (NRls).

o Supporters call this election integrity, while critics 4. Migratior?,.ldentity, and Future
warn of restricted voter access and erosion of State Political Change

autonomy.

Internal migration reshapes regional politics:
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@ Bihar is a migrant-sending State

© Maharashtra and Kerala are migrant-receiving
States

e Example: Mumbai
© Marathi speakers: <40%
© Hindi speakers: 30%

e Rise of migrants has weakened nativist politics like
the Shiv Sena.

e Between 2001 and 2011, India’s migrant population
rose from 31% to 38%.

o Two-thirds of migrants are women, mostly due to
marriage.

e Migration spreads culture, language, religion, and
political ideas.

o Countries are rethinking birthright citizenship:

© The Trump administration is trying to overturn a
long-held interpretation of the 14th Amendment
of the U.S. Constitution that all those born in the
U.S. are eligible for citizenship.

@ India bars citizenship by birth for children of
illegal immigrants

e Upcoming Census, SIR, and delimitation will reshape
political representation across States.

The changing patterns of India’s student
migration

Prelims: General Studies Paper - 1
Current events of national and international importance

Mains: General Studies - 2
Issues relating to development and management of Social
Sector/Services relating to Health, Education, Human
Resources.

1.Context

e Over 1.3 million Indian students studied abroad in
2024, projected to hit 1.8 million in 2025, per recent
reports, up from 13.2 lakh in 2023

o Top spots remain US and Canada (40%), but shifts
to Germany, UK, Australia, and emerging affordable
hubs like Russia due to visa curbs and costs

The Parliamentary Committee on the Welfare of
Indian Diaspora (2022) recognizes Indian students
abroad as a major diaspora category, calling for
enhanced welfare measures amid surging self-
financed migration.

2. Hidden Realities

India’s student migration appears democratized
but funnels middle-class aspirants into low-tier
vocational programs via profit-driven, unregulated
agencies.

Post-1992 UK universities, formerly polytechnics,
often lower standards for internationals, with only
25% of Indian postgrads gaining skilled visas.

Kerala’s student outflows doubled to 2.5 lakh (2018-
2023) per KMS 2023, comprising 11.3% of emigrants
and generating 43,378 crore in remittances

Unregulated networks prioritise commissions over
quality, leading to deskilling and underemployment
among graduates.

3. What is Reverse Remittance?

Indian families fund student migration via loans/
property mortgages, creating “reverse remittances”
as graduates face debt, underemployment, and
returns, subsidizing foreign economies .

Host Economy Boost: Canada’s 427,000 Indian
students (2023) contributed $30.9B to GDP (2022);
US’s 400,000 spent $7-8B annually on tuition/living
costs .

Heavy Financial Load: Per-student costs hit 40-50
lakh, worsened by high rents, work limits, visa caps,
pushing students to low-wage/undocumented jobs .

Exploitation and Strain: Low-tier colleges lack
placements; students juggle part-time work,
endure mental stress and abuse amid scarce skilled
opportunities .

Visa Restrictions: UK ended student-to-care visa
conversions post-2024, slashing post-study work
options and forcing downward mobility .

4. Aspiration vs Reality

Perceived poor quality in Indian higher education
and scarce high-paying jobs push students to OECD
countries for degrees, PR pathways, and social
mobility, bypassing cheaper offshore campuses like
Dubai
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e Student migration creates low-wage labour pools
for hosts, similar to Gulf patterns.

e Aspiration-outcome mismatches lead to deskilling.

5. Reform Imperatives

o Regulate education agents, mandate pre-departure
counseling, and forge bilateral pacts for foreign
institutional accountability.

How is the Aravalli range to be
protected?

Prelims: General Studies Paper - 1
General issues on Environmental ecology, Biodiversity and
Climate Change

Mains: General Studies - 3
Conservation, environmental pollution and degradation,
environmental impact assessment

1. Background

e The Supreme Court (Nov 2025) settled a uniform
definition of the Aravalli hills and paused fresh
mining leases across Delhi, Haryana, Rajasthan and
Gujarat.

o The Aravallis are ~2 billion years old, India’s oldest
mountain range, stretching ~650 km from Delhi to
Gujarat.

e Ecologically, they act as a barrier against
desertification, arresting the eastward spread of
the Thar Desert into Haryana, Rajasthan and western
Uttar Pradesh.

« They stabilise climate, support biodiversity,
recharge groundwater, and are the source of rivers
such as Chambal, Sabarmati and Luni.

e The Aravalli range is rich in sandstone, limestone,
marble, granite, and minerals such as lead, zinc,
copper, gold and tungsten.

e Excessive and illegal mining over four decades
degraded air quality and aquifers, conflicting with
India’s UN Convention to Combat Desertification
commitments.

Inconsistent identification of Aravalli formations
by States enabled regulatory evasion and mining
expansion.

Regulatory violations persisted despite Environment
Ministry restrictions since the early 1990s.

Judicial bans (e.g., 2009 ban in Faridabad, Gurugram
and Mewat) reduced legal mining but risked illegal
syndicates and violent sand mafias.

Ecological sensitivity - protected habitats, water
bodies, tiger corridors, aquifer recharge zones, and
the NCR - remains vulnerable without range-wide
planning.

The debate on defining the Aravalli range(FSI’s
broader criteria versus the >100 m hill-height
standard) highlights the tension between including
wider formations and preserving the continuity and
ecological integrity of the range.

Uniform, scientific definition adopted: hills above
100 m constitute the Aravalli Hills and Ranges,
ensuring consistency across States.

Pause on new mining leases/renewals until scientific
mapping and impact assessments are completed.

Management Plan for Sustainable Mining (MPSM)
mandated for the entire range to:

© Prohibit mining in permanently sensitive areas,

© Allow only limited, tightly regulated mining
where ecologically viable,

© Map habitats and wildlife corridors,

© Assess cumulative impacts and ecological
carrying capacity,

© Specify restoration and rehabilitation measures.

Central Empowered Committee (CEC)
recommendations adopted: range-wide mapping,
macro-level environmental impact assessment, strict
regulation of stone-crushing units, and protection of
key recharge zones.

Aravalli ‘Green Wall’ project (June 2025): expand
green cover in a 5-km buffer across 29 districts to
help restore 26 million hectares of degraded land by
2030.

Calibrated regulation, not a blanket ban, to curb
illegality while safeguarding ecology and livelihoods.
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The July 2025 fighting prompted US intervention;
President Trump’s calls with leaders, backed by 36%
tariff threats on US exports, forced an unconditional
ceasefire.

Why have Thailand-Cambodia border :
clashes flared up again?

‘ Prelims: General Studies Paper - 1 ‘
Current events of national and international importance

o Despitetruces, mediation remains fragile as Thailand
resists external monitors and vows continued action
until threats end.

4. Way Forward

Mains: General Studies - 2
India and its neighborhood- relations

1.Background

KEYWORDS
2. Thailand-Cambodia Border Crisis 4 )
Weakly Interacting Massive Particles (WIMPs)
In May 2025, a Cambodian soldier’s death sparked e WIMPs are hypothetical, non-baryonic
troop buildups and strains, ended by a US-Malaysia subatomic particles proposed as the main
ceasefire formalised in October. constituents of dark matter, which accounts for
o .
In November, truce collapsed after a Thai soldier hit a about 27% of the universe.
landmine, blamed on Cambodia. o Ordinary baryonic matter, made up of protons
The core dispute spans 817-km undemarcated alnd neuirr?nsi cimposed oi.(t:]utarks aTd gluon;
border from 1904-1907 French-Siamese treaties, along wi e.ec rons, constitutes only aroun
. . 4 5% of the universe.
with French maps placing Preah Vihear temple on
Cambodia’s side against the watershed line. e WIMPs are expected to be heavy and slow-
In 1962 ICJ ruled Preah Vihear for Cambodia; 2013 elg,  enlling  Ere mater e
o i ) gravitationally and support the formation of
clarified most surrounding areas as Cambodian, yet )
) . . : galaxies and galaxy clusters.
promontory remains contested amid nationalist
claims. e They are electromagnetically neutral and
From 2008 clashes erupted post-Cambodia’s therefore do not emit, absorb, or reflect light.
UNESCO listing of Preah Vihear, fueling deadly e Asaresult, WIMPs interact with normal matter
violence over historical Khmer glory vs Thai integrity only very weakly, primarily through gravity.
o Their presence can be inferred indirectly from
3. Mediation Failures gravitational effects on stars and galaxies or
from high-energy gamma rays produced when
Post-2008-11 clashes, ASEAN, ICJ, and external two WIMPs annihilate.
efforts failed; Indonesia’s 2011 proposal for
observers and ICJ-mandated demilitarization was
rejected by Thailand over third-party involvement.
o J
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On December 8, Thailand sent airstrikes into
Cambodia after fights broke out on their shared
border, with each side blaming the other for
breaking a US-brokered ceasefire from October.

On December 12, after phone calls with both leaders,
President Trump said Thailand and Cambodia agreed
to stop all shooting.

Thailand promised to keep up military actions until all
dangers are gone.

Border de-escalation needs troop pullbacks, joint
mine removal, and direct army talks from the
October deal.

Bilateral commissions should map the border,
balancing Thailand’s one-on-one talks with
Cambodia’s openness to outsiders.

Long-term fix requires ICJ-led talks and ASEAN
watch to cool nationalist anger and stop future fights.
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o Although WIMPs are not predicted by the
Standard Model of particle physics, several
of its extensions, such as supersymmetry,
propose particles like neutralinos and Kaluza
-Klein particles as possible WIMP candidates.

Pamir - Karakoram anomaly

e The Pamir- Karakoram anomaly refers to
the unusual behaviour of glaciers in the
Karakoram, Pamir and western Kunlun
Mountains, where many glaciers showed
stable or positive mass balance despite
global glacier retreat.

e Inthe early 21st century, parts of the western
Kunlun and Pamirs recorded mass gains of
about 0.10- 0.14 m water equivalent per year.

e This anomaly is linked to slight summer
cooling or weak warming and increased
summer precipitation, which enhanced glacier
accumulation.

e The eastern limit of the anomaly lies near
85°E in the Kunlun Mountains, beyond which
glaciers show clear mass loss.

e Recent evidence suggests a shift towards
glacier mass loss after around 2018, indicating
a weakening of the anomaly.

Prasat Ta Muen Thom

e Prasat Ta Muen Thom is a 12th-century
Khmer Hindu temple complex dedicated to
Lord Shiva, situated on the Thai-Cambodian
border in Thailand’s Surin province, part of a
larger archaeological site with Prasat Ta Muen
and Prasat Ta Muen Tot.

e« Known for its sandstone architecture and
Shiva Linga carved from bedrock, it served as
a vital rest stop on the ancient Khmer highway,
reflecting the grandeur of the Khmer Empire
and King Udayadityavarman II's reign.

.

o Alongside Preah Vihear, Prasat Ta Muen
Thom represents key contested Khmer
heritage sites in the Dangrek Mountains
border disputes, rooted in colonial-era
treaties and ICJ rulings.

Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC)

e The Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) was
established through an agreement signed on
25 May 1981 in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia.

e It was formed by Bahrain, Kuwait, Oman,
Qatar, Saudi Arabia, and the United Arab
Emirates (UAE).

e The GCC was created in view of the members’
special relations, geographic proximity, and
similar political systems based on Islamic
beliefs.

o The official language of the GCC is Arabic.

e According to the GCC Charter, the main
objectives are to promote coordination,
integration, and interconnection among
member States in all fields.

e It also aims to strengthen ties between the
peoples of the member countries.
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