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autonomy.

‘ Prelims: General Studies Paper - 1 ‘
Current events of national and international importance e So far, Europe has leaned toward the first two,
increasing defence spending while remaining

dependent on U.S. military and intelligence systems.

Mains: General Studies - 2
Effect of policies and politics of developed and developing
countries on India’s interests, Indian diaspora.

1. Context

e True autonomy is difficult due to:

© Lack of integrated European defence

© Failed joint military projects
o European leaders had long hoped that Donald © Potential U.S. troop withdrawal
Trump’s rhetoric against NATO, Europe, and © Challenges of manpower, nuclear deterrence,
multilateralism would not translate into concrete and post-Brexit divisions

policy.
e This assumption is challenged by the U.S. National

Security Strategy (NSS), which reflects a MAGA- 4. Implications for the Global Order

style, America-First mercantilist position.
«  The NSS signals a fundamental shift in how the U.S. e The NSSsignals a retreat from the rules-based liberal
views Europe,not as an ally, but as a problem. international order.

o It attacks transnational institutions, promotes
mercantilism, and hints at a U.S. hemispheric
withdrawal.

2. Trump Administration’s View on Europe

o This risks enabling China and Russia to expand

e The NSS frames Europe as facing “civilizational .
influence elsewhere.

erasure”, blaming EU migration policies, free speech

norms, and loss of national identity. o While imperfect, institutions like the UN and Bretton
« It openly supports “patriotic European parties”, Woods system remain a bulwark against global
which many Europeans see as interference in anarchy.

sovereign politics or even regime change. « The central question is whether Europe will uphold
liberal multilateralism or give into a narrow, deal-
based and exclusionary approach with global
consequences.

o Russia is downplayed as a threat; instead, Europe’s
cultural decay is portrayed as the primary danger.

e The U.S. insists Europe must take primary
responsibility for its own defence, warns against
NATO expansion, and urges strategic stability with
Russia.

3. Europe’s Strategic Dilemma

e Europe faces three options:

The three revolutions reshaping
American power

‘ Prelims: General Studies Paper - 1 ‘
Current events of national and international importance

Mains: General Studies - 2
Effect of policies and politics of developed and developing
© Ignore the NSS and hope it fades away. countries on India’s interests, Indian diaspora.

© Appease and flatter Trump to retain U.S.
commitment.
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1. Context

The proposal to restructure the G-20 into an elite
“inner caucus” and the release of the 2025 U.S.
National Security Strategy (NSS) reflects a major
ideological shift in U.S. statecraft.

These developments are reinforced by the Heritage
Foundation’s “Restoring America’s Promise: 2025-
26", the intellectual core of Trump’s MAGA project.

Together, they signal a reordering of global
governance, marked by exclusion, hierarchy, and
acceptance of unequal burdens as deliberate policy
choices.

2. Internal Transformation:

Shrinking Civic Space

The first shift is domestic, dismantling the traditional
moral architecture of American public life.

Norms of restraint, institutional autonomy, and civic
responsibility are replaced by ideological conformity
and cultural unity as security goals.

The Heritage document calls for reshaping
government institutions, screening officials for
ideological loyalty, and replacing large numbers of

The outcome is fragile alliances, revisionist
adversaries, and a fragmented global order.

. Economic Reordering and Return of

Imperial Logic

The third revolution concerns global economic
governance, with the G-20 proposal formalising a
tiered global economy.

Decision-making power over debt relief, trade rules,
and climate finance shifts to a narrow group of
dominant states.

The NSS and Heritage documents advocate reshoring,
tariff leverage, and industrial sovereignty, treating
globalisation as vulnerability.

The consequences of inflation, restricted
capital access, and supply-chain disruption fall
disproportionately on weaker states and workers.

This reflects a revival of colonial-imperial logic, where
hierarchy and imposed costs replace cooperative
multilateralism.

The “architecture of cruelty” is global in scope but
affects societies both abroad and within the U.S.
itself.

Inhalable microplastics, a hidden toxin

R worsening the air in our cities

e Cruelty appears as indifference, where social
suffering caused by purges and regulatory changes
is accepted as a normal part of governance

Prelims: General Studies Paper - 1
General issues on Environmental ecology, Biodiversity and
Climate Change

Mains: General Studies - 3
Conservation, environmental pollution and degradation,
environmental impact assessment

e Winter smog has pushed Delhi’s Air Quality Index
into very poor (201-300) and severe (301-400)
ranges, triggering public protests over the right to
breathe clean air.

. Foreign Policy Shift: Conditional

and Transactional Alliances

e The second transformation reshapes U.S. foreign
policy from predictable commitments to conditional,
transactional alliances.

e The Western Hemisphere displaces Europe and
the Indo-Pacific as the primary theatre, reviving the

Monroe Doctrine. e A first-of-its-kind Indian study (Environment

« Migration is reframed as a primary national security International, November) identifies inhalable
threat. microplastics (<10 um) as a hidden air toxin.

« Multilateral institutions are portrayed as constraints « Monitoring at breathing height (1.5 m) in markets of
on sovereigntyl producing a model of selective De|h|, Mumba|, Kolkata, Chennai found an average

dominance rather than isolationism. 8.8 ug/m?, implying ~132 pg inhaled daily per
person.

enquiries@fortuneias.com | www.fortuneias.com | +91 94950 15888 | +91 81389 40888 @fortuneias () @fortune_ias_academy



FORTUNEIAS NEWS DAILY EXPLAINER

17-12-2025

e Exposure was highest in Delhi (14.18 pg/m3) and
Kolkata (14.23 ug/m?); lower in Mumbai (2.65 ug/m3)
and Chennai (4 ug/m3) due to coastal meteorology
and lower accumulation.

The future of governance in post-Maoist
India

Prelims: General Studies Paper - 1
Current events of national and international importance

Mains: General Studies - 3

3. Way Forward

Deep lung penetration: Extremely small size enables
deep lung penetration, causing chronic exposure.

Trojan-horse effect: Microplastics carry co-pollutants
- heavy metals (lead, cadmium) and hormone-
disrupting chemicals (diethyl phthalates);

© Atmosphericlead was highest in Kolkata, followed
by Delhi.

Biological risks: Particles carry microbes like
Aspergillus fumigatus with antibiotic-resistance
genes., raising infection risks.

Disease linkage: Associated with higher risks of
cancer, hormone-related diseases, breast problems,
and respiratory illness.

Seasonality: Winter evenings show 32.7 particles/
m3 vs 18.8 particles/m® in non-winter -74% rise.
worsening urban exposure.

Persistence in air: Low gravitational settling velocity
keeps particles airborne longer, sustaining exposure.

Occupational vulnerability: Traffic police and
labourers face higher risk from carcinogenic tyre-
wear particles..

Regulatory gap: AQl inadequately captures micro/
nanoplastics, limiting targeted action.

Air-quality governance: Explicitly include inhalable
microplastics in regulation; protect high-risk workers.

Plastic control: Ban single-use plastics; restrict
polymers generating airborne fragments.

Waste management: Enforce segregation; stop open
dumping and burning that add toxic, fine particles.

Source reduction: Promote cotton clothing;
recognise recycled/refurbished polyester still sheds
microplastics.

Urban targeting: Prioritise dense, landlocked cities
with adverse meteorology (Delhi, Kolkata).

Knowledge building: Use the study as a national
baseline to expand monitoring, research, and public
awareness.

Challenges to internal security through communication
networks, role of media and social networking sites in
internal security challenges

1.Context

The Maoist insurgency originated with the Naxalbari
uprising in 1967 and has evolved through distinct
phases.

In its current form, the movement remains active
primarily in Fifth Schedule areas of central and
eastern India.

These regions feature substantial tribal populations.

Fifth Schedule

e The Fifth Schedule governs administration of
Scheduled Areas and tribes in 10 states (Andhra
Pradesh, Telangana, Jharkhand, Chhattisgarh,
Gujarat, Himachal Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh,
Maharashtra, Odisha, Rajasthan), excluding
Assam, Meghalaya, Tripura, and Mizoram.

The President of India is empowered to declare
an area a Scheduled Area. He can direct that the
whole or any specified part of a Scheduled Area
shall cease to be a Scheduled Area.

The President can increase or decrease the area of
any Scheduled Area in a State after consultation
with the Governor of that State and also alter its
boundary lines but only by way of rectification of
boundaries

Key aims include protecting tribal interests via
Tribes Advisory Councils, annual reports to the
President, and restrictions on non-tribal land
ownership

2. Governance Challenges in Fifth

Schedule Areas
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State neglect and poor governance: Vast resource-
rich regions reduced to penury, as per the Planning
Commission’s Expert Committee Report (2008).

Persistent low socio-economic status: Tribal
populations ranked worse than Sub-Saharan Africa in
the 2010 Oxford Multidimensional Poverty Index.

Land alienation and dispossession: Millions lost land
despite safeguards, with more losses post-economic
liberalization than in post-independence history
(Walter Fernandes study).

Absence of local administration: Outsiders
dominated administrative units, carrying biases
that deepened adivasi alienation, as noted by B.D.
Sharma of the Scheduled Castes/Scheduled Tribes

Reverse under-representation: Increase genuine
adivasi involvement in administration beyond
performative local quotas, addressing dominance by
non-tribal bureaucracy.

Empower Gram Sabhas: Ensure PESA powers are
respected, especially Gram Sabha consent for mining
and land acquisition, curbing violations in states like
Chhattisgarh.

Adopt  Sixth  Schedule model: Introduce
Autonomous District/Zonal Councils in post-Maoist
Fifth Schedule areas for enhanced self-governance
and trust-building.

Commission. KEYWORDS
Ineffective oversight bodies: Ministry of Tribal - ~
Welfare and National Commission for Scheduled . . . . . .
_ ] L. Economic Advisory Council to the Prime Minister
Tribes failed to curb exploitation, per the Mungekar (EAC-PM)
Committee (2009).
] i e The Economic Advisory Council to the
Inactive Governors: No Governor has exercised . . .
L %w - i Prime Minister (EAC-PM) serves as a nhon-
constitutional powers to protect adivasi interests in . .
Scheduled Areas since Independence. consFltutlonaI, |f1depen.dent. body that
provides economic advice directly to the
Weak service delivery: Health, education, revenue, Prime Minister on key issues such as inflation,
police, and judiciary remained handicapped and growth, and policy matters.
Ineiecie. e Itis chaired by an eminent economist, such as
PESA violations: Despite 1996 Panchayat Extension Bibek Debroy in recent years, and comprises
to Schedule Areas Act enabling self-governance on full-time and part-time members including
land and resources, officials flagrantly violated economists and NITI Aayog experts, without
provisions, especially land acquisition (Expert a fixed size.
Sl mlities Reaor, 2008 e Its recommendations are non-binding but
Maoist exploitation of deficits: Governance gaps influential, and it prepares annual reports
allowed Maoists to establish parallel “Janatan Sarkar” like the Economic Outlook to enhance public
structures offering services, justice, and “Jal, Jungle, understanding of economic matters.
Zameen” promises in regions like Dandakaranya. o The FAEE mpkad fhe asmie B
Minister’s Economic Advisory Council (PMEAC),
which had been operational during previous
administrations and was headed by former
Strengthen critical service delivery: Prioritize reforms RBI Governor C. Rangarajan during the UPA
in justice, health, education, policing, and revenue government’s terms.
functions, which remain weak despite improvements
in welfare schemes and infrastructure via digital tech
and cash transfers. Removal of a High Court Judge
Bolster rights-based laws: Provide stronger + Aludge of a High Court can be removed by an
political push for Forest Rights Act (FRA) and order of the President under Article 217(1)(b)
PESA implementation, countering dilutions from of the Constitution.
amendments, judicial interventions, and the « The removal requires an address by Parliament
Compensatory Afforestation Fund (CAF) Act, 2016. in the same session, passed by a special
majority in each House.
G J
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The special majority means a majority of the
total membership and not less than two-
thirds of members present and voting.

The grounds are proved misbehaviour or
incapacity, the same as under Article 124 for
Supreme Court judges.

The procedure is governed by the Judges
(Inquiry) Act, 1968.

A removal motion must be signed by 100 Lok
Sabha members or 50 Rajya Sabha members
and submitted to the Speaker/Chairman, who
may admit or reject it.

If admitted, a three-member inquiry
committee is constituted consisting of a
Supreme Court judge, a High Court Chief
Justice, and a distinguished jurist.

If guilt is established and both Houses pass
the motion by special majority, the President
issues the removal order;

No High Court judge has been impeached so far

In the Justice Yashwant Varma case, the
Supreme Court is examining whether the Lok
Sabha Speaker can unilaterally constitute an
inquiry committee when motions are moved
in both Houses.

In December 2025, steps were initiated to
impeach Justice G.R. Swaminathan (Madras
HC) over a controversial judicial order.

Washington Treaty

The Washington Treaty, also known as the
North Atlantic Treaty, is the foundational
document of NATO (North Atlantic Treaty
Organization).

It was signed in Washington D.C. on 4 April
1949 by 12 founding members.

The Treaty derives its legal authority from
Article 51 of the United Nations Charter,
which recognises the inherent right of states
to individual and collective self-defence.

Collective defence lies at the core of the Treaty
and is formalised in Article 5, which commits all
members to defend one another, reinforcing a
strong sense of solidarity within the Alliance.

J
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Despite its significance, the Treaty is concise,
consisting of only 14 articles.
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Jordan

Jordan is a constitutional monarchy in
Southwest Asia that became independent
in 1946 and occupies an ancient, historically
significant land including Petra and regions of
biblical kingdoms.

Itis bordered by Syria, Iraq, Saudi Arabia, Israel
and the West Bank, and has a 26 km coastline
on the Gulf of Agaba, giving it strategic
importance.

The country has three major physiographic
regions: extensive deserts covering over four-
fifths of its area, uplands east of the Jordan
River, and the Jordan Valley.

The Jordan Valley contains the Dead Sea, which
is the lowest point on Earth.

Jordan has an arid climate with low rainfall,
and rapid population growth has made water
scarcity a major national challenge.

Its population of about 11.8 million is
predominantly Arab, with a large Palestinian-
origin population along with refugees and
minorities.
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