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Courts must protect, not regulate free 3. Constitutional Outline

speech
Prelims: General Studies Paper - 1 o Article 19(1)(a): Gu.ara_ntees the.right to f‘ree.dom of
Current events of national and international importance speech and expression in the Indian Constitution.
Mains: General Studies - 2 o Article 19(2) Restrictions: Limits free speech
Indian Constitution—historical underpinnings, evolution, for sovereignty, security of state, public order,
features, amendments, significant provisions and basic defamation, and other enumerated grounds.
structure.

o Kaushal Kishor (2023) Ruling: Supreme Court held
Article 19(2) grounds are exhaustive; no additional

1.Context restrictions allowed under other rights.

o Adarsh Co-operative (2018) Case: Court rejected
directing film disclaimers, deferring to Censor Board
after hearing producers.

e On November 27, 2025, in Ranveer Allahbadia
vs Union of India and related cases, the Supreme
Court of India stated that self-styled bodies are

insufficient for regulating online content. e Court’s Role as Arbiter: Determines validity and
‘ o Y ) ] reasonableness of speech restrictions, per Article 19
e This has sparked fears that the judiciary itself might LtHanE

now threaten free speech usually blamed on the
government or lawmakers. o Constituent Assembly View: Supreme Court as final
arbiter on reasonable restrictions (Pandit Thakur Dass

» The Court suggested establishing neutral, Bhargava stated during the 1948 debates).

autonomous regulatory bodies to oversee online
content, positioning the judiciary itself as a potential

risk to speech freedoms. 4. The Case Abroad: Key Takeaways
2. What is the Current Legal Framework? « Major democracies (EU, Germany, UK, Australia)

focus on post-publication removal of harmful

. Section 67, Information Technology (IT) Act: content and penalties for non-compliance, avoiding
Penalises obscenity in digital content. pre-censorship.
« Sections 294, 295, 296, Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita « Laws like Germany’s Network Enforcement Act and

(BNS): Criminalise obscenity; BNS replaced the Indian
Penal Code in 2023.

Section 66, Information Technology (IT) Act:
Prohibits computer-related offenses like hacking.

Section 66E, Information Technology (IT) Act: Bans
publishing personal images of others without consent.

Section 66F, Information Technology (IT) Act:
Penalises cyber terrorism.

Information Technology (Intermediary Guidelines
and Digital Media Ethics Code) Rules, 2021:
Mandate Centre oversight, impose prior restraint
(e.g., caution on racial/religious content), and include
penal provisions.

the EU’s Digital Services Act balance swift action
against harmful content while explicitly protecting
freedom of expression.

e Unlike democracies, China and Russia rely on
surveillance and pre-censorship.

The right moment to boost India-Ethiopia
ties

‘ Prelims: General Studies Paper - 1
Current events of national and international importance

Mains: General Studies - 2
Bilateral, regional and global groupings and agreements
involving India and/or affecting India’s interests.
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1.The Beginning of Relations and Potential

India and Ethiopia established formal relations at
the legation level in 1948 post-India’s independence,
upgrading to ambassadorial level in 1950.

Ethiopia’s 109 million population (2024),
manufacturing base, and fast-growing economy
position it as a vital partner for India in Africa’s
Horn.

Hosting the African Union and leading in
hydropower, Ethiopia enables India to engage
in stability, military cooperation, and renewable
energy.

2. Deep Educational Ties

Century-Long Influence: Indian teachers shaped
Ethiopia’s education for over 100 years.

Ongoing Collaboration Interest: Ethiopia seeks
continued educational partnerships despite fewer
Indian educators.

e-Network Pilot (2007): First country for Pan-African
project with IIT Delhi tele-education.

Top African Students: Leads in sending students and
PhDs to India via scholarships.

Expansion Opportunities: Digital learning, vocational
training, linkages, and scholarships.

3. Economic and Defence Ties

Investment Surge Post-2006: Indian businesses
entered Ethiopia in the 1950s; lines of credit from
2006 spurred over $4 billion in private investments.

Shift to Mining Opportunities: From agriculture (hit
by taxes), focus now on gold, critical minerals, rare
earths for India’s renewable, battery sectors.

Defence Ties Since 1956: Began with Harar Military
Academy; ongoing training since 2009 for Ethiopian
forces replacing Soviet gear.

New Institutional Framework: Recent MoU and Joint
Defence Committee launch enable training, capacity
building, exports.

Credit Reliability: Ethiopiarepaid Indian Development
and Economic Assistance Scheme (IDEAS) lines;
potential for new defence credits within IMF rules.
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4. Future Partnership Prospects

e BRICS Membership Opportunity: With Ethiopia’s
BRICS entry, both nations can redefine ties via
pharmaceuticals, agro-processing, manufacturing,
and mining investments.

o« Update Bilateral Agreements: Revise Double
Taxation Avoidance Agreement (DTAA) and Bilateral
Investment Treaty to boost private sector; address
forex, tax, approvals issues.

o Diaspora and Multilateral Role: 2,500-strong Indian
diaspora via India Business Forum pushes forex
access; leverage BRICS, G20, South-South, for market
expansion.

o Preferential Trade Access: India’s duty-free scheme
aids Ethiopian exports amid global shifts; focus on
export manufacturing with buy-back.

o Political Momentum: Modi-Ahmed meeting at
Johannesburg G20 catalyses dynamic India-Ethiopia
partnership for the decade.

Why are OBC lists in Bengal being
scrutinised?

Prelims: General Studies Paper - 1
Indian Polity and Governance - Constitution, Political System,
Panchayati Raj, Public Policy, Rights Issues

Mains: General Studies - 2
Government policies and interventions for development
in various sectors and issues arising out of their design and
implementation.

o The National Commission for Backward Classes
(NCBC) recommended in January 2025 the exclusion
of 35 communities from West Bengal’s Central OBC
list

e These communities were part of 37 groups added in
2014, mostly Muslim

e Inclusion was based on 2011 NCBC advice, relying on
the West Bengal State Commission (2010 study of 46
communities).

o Communities were found socially, educationally, and
economically backward.

e Mostworkedinmanualand caste-linked occupations
and were under-represented in services.
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The inclusion was informed by concerns highlighted in
the Sachar Committee Report (2006) and Ranganath
Mishra Committee Report (2007) on continued
caste-based disadvantage among converted Muslim
communities.

Issue has resurfaced before the 2026 West Bengal
Assembly elections

The matter is under consideration of the Supreme
Court.

2. Challenges

The current NCBC (under Hansraj Gangaram Abhir,
Chair since 2022) questioned the high number of
Muslim communities in OBC lists.

It alleged that religion, not backwardness, was the
main criterion.

The 2011 NCBC advice largely relied on State
Commission findings and, for many communities,
lacked granular socio-economic data, weakening
evidentiary robustness today.

The Calcutta High Court, in May 2024, struck down
large-scale OBC inclusions, impacting around 5 lakh
OBC certificates issued since 2010.

The Supreme Court stayed the order and, in
December 2024, sought quantifiable data on
backwardness

The issue has become politically sensitive,
intersecting with electoral timelines and allegations
of appeasement, complicating objective policy
action.

Post-102nd  Constitutional Amendment Act,
2018, changes to Central OBC lists now require
Parliamentary approval and Presidential notification,
raising procedural thresholds.

102nd Constitutional Amendment Act, 2018

« The Constitution (102nd Amendment)
Act, 2018, amended the Constitution to
strengthen provisions relating to socially and
educationally backward classes.

Itinserted Article338B, grantingconstitutional
status to the National Commission for
Backward Classes (NCBC) and defining its
powers, functions, and reporting role to the
President.
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The Act inserted Article 342A, empowering
the President to notify the Central List of
socially and educationally backward classes,

It authorised Parliament to include or exclude
communities from the Central List of SEBCs.

3. Way Forward

e The Union government must decide on the NCBC’s
advice, balancing constitutional procedure, judicial
directions, and evidence-based criteria.

e« Any amendment to the Central OBC list should be
routed through Parliament, as mandated post-2018.

e Decisions should be grounded in quantifiable,
community-wise data on backwardness and
representation, as sought by the Supreme Court.

o A consistent standard is needed to reconcile State
findings, central scrutiny, and judicial review, ensuring
equity without politicisation.

Why was Elon Musk’s X platform fined
$140 million by the EU?

‘ Prelims: General Studies Paper - 1
Current events of national and international importance

Mains: General Studies - 2
Effect of policies and politics of developed and developing
countries on India’s interests, Indian diaspora.

1. Context

e On December 6, Elon Musk, CEO of Tesla and
owner of X (formerly Twitter), publicly called for
the abolition of the European Union, arguing that
sovereignty should return to individual countries.

e His remarks followed a €120 million fine imposed by
the European Commission, the first non-compliance
decision under the Digital Services Act (DSA).

e The fine marked a major test of the EU’s landmark
tech regulation aimed at platform accountability.

2. Why X Was Fined

e X was penalised for breaching transparency
obligations under the Digital Services Act (DSA). .
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e The European Commission found violations related
to:

© Deceptive use of blue check marks
© Lack of transparency in advertisements

@ Failure to provide researchers access to public
data

e The fine considered the nature, gravity, duration,
and impact on EU users.

e X wasgiven:
© 60 working days to fix blue check mark issues

© 90 working days to submit an action plan on ads
and data access

3. Key Findings of the EU Investigation

Blue Check Mark System:

o Earlier, blue ticks verified notable and authentic
accounts.

e Post-2022, verification became paid, leading to
impersonation, scams, and misinformation.

e Introduction of multiple overlapping check marks
(blue, gold, grey, logos) increased user confusion.

e The EU concluded that the system “deceives users.”
Advertising Repository:

e Did not meet DSA transparency and accessibility
standards.

e Made it difficult to identify who paid for ads and
assess associated risks.

Researcher Access:

o« X failed to meet its DSA obligations to give
researchers access to the platform’s public data

4. Reactions and Fallout

Elon Musk:
o Criticised the EU as bureaucratic and undemocratic.

o Called for the EU Commission to be disbanded and
leaders to be directly elected.

o Alleged selective enforcement, claiming Meta was
not fined for similar practices.

o Suggested possible action against individual EU
regulators.

United States Response:

e President Donald Trump termed the fine “nasty”,
warning Europe was heading in “bad directions.”

e Senior officials including Marco Rubio and J.D. Vance
criticised EU regulatory overreach.

o The U.S. Ambassador to the EU framed the action as
targeting American innovation.

Legal Status:

e It remains unclear whether X or Musk will formally
challenge the fine in court.

KEYWORDS
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Community-based Environmental MRV _(CbMRV)

Model

o Community-Based MRV (Monitoring,
Reporting, and Verification), a framework
used in climate policy especially under Article
6 of the Paris Agreement for transparent
tracking of carbon credits and emissions
reductions at the community level.

e« It enables local stakeholders to monitor
projects like reforestation or renewable
energy, ensuring verifiable data for
international carbon markets without relying
solely on centralised systems.

e Common in forestry and Reducing Emissions
from Deforestation and Forest Degradation
plus (REDD+) initiatives, CBMRYV builds capacity
in developing regions for accurate, grassroots-
level reporting to prevent greenwashing

Methane (CH,)

e Methane (CH,) is a hydrocarbon and the main
constituent of natural gas.

e It is also a greenhouse gas (GHG), meaning
its accumulation in the atmosphere plays
a significant role in influencing the Earth’s
temperature and climate system.

e Methane originates from both anthropogenic
(human-driven) and natural sources.

- J
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Methane is the second most abundant
anthropogenic greenhouse gas, after carbon
dioxide (CO,), contributing roughly 11% of
global GHG emissions.

It is over 28 times more effective than CO, at
trapping heat in the atmosphere over a 100-
year period.

Methane is both highly potent and short-
lived compared to CO,, reducing methane
emissions can deliver rapid and substantial
benefits in limiting near-term global warming.

University Grants Commission (UGC)

The University Grants Commission (UGC)
is a statutory body under the Ministry of
Education, Government of India.

It was established by an Act of Parliament in
1956 to promote and coordinate university
education in the country.

The UGC is responsible for the determination
and maintenance of standards in teaching,
examinations, and research in universities.

In addition to providing grants to eligible
universities and colleges, the Commission also
advises the Central and State Governments
on measures necessary for the development of
higher education.
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Places in News

Ramappa Temple

TheRamappaTemple,alsocalledRudreshwara,
is a Kakatiya-style Hindu temple dedicated to
Shiva in Telangana

Built in 1213 AD under Kakatiya ruler Kakatiya
Ganapati Deva and overseen by Rudra Samani,
it is named after its chief sculptor Ramappa

Its bricks, made from lightweight clay mixed
with acacia wood, chaff, and myrobalan fruit,
float on water and resist earthquakes.

The temple employs a sandbox technique
using sand-lime, jaggery, and black myrobalan
for seismic protection in its foundation.

Inscribed as a UNESCO World Heritage Site
in 2021, it features carved pillars that produce
musical notes and align with sunlight.

TELANGANA
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Species in News

4 )

Nubian Ibex

e The Nubian ibex (Capra nubiana) is a small ibex
species of the family Bovidae, adapted to hot,
arid mountainous environments.

e It occurs in isolated populations across
northeastern Africa, the Sinai Peninsula, and
parts of the Arabian Peninsula, inhabiting
steep cliffs, gorges, and rocky outcrops from
sea level to 3,000 m.

e The species shows marked sexual dimorphism;

© Males are larger, develop dark coloration
and long beards during rut, and possess
semi-circular horns up to 120 cm,

© Females are smaller with horns up to 35
cm.

o Itis polygynous, breeds between October and
December, has a gestation period of 150 - 165
days, and usually gives birth to one kid.

e Nubian ibex are crepuscular, meaning they are
most active during twilight hours (dawn and
dusk), and are highly sure-footed climbers.

e Their diet mainly includes shrubs, herbs, and
tree foliage, especially Acacia.

e Predators include leopards, wolves, striped
hyenas, golden eagles, and humans.

e The species is listed as Vulnerable (VU) on
the IUCN Red List, with populations declining
due to habitat loss, poaching, pollution, and
competition with livestock
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