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Holding up half the sky on India’s farms

5.Conclusion

4. Earnings and Wages of Women Agricultural 
Workers

3. Sector-wise Role of Women in Agriculture (PARI 
Village Studies by the Foundation for Agrarian 

Studies)

2. Women Workers in Indian Agriculture: Data and 
Trends

1.Context

Prelims: General Studies Paper - 1
Current events of national and international importance

Mains: General Studies - 1
Role of women and women’s organization, population 
and associated issues, poverty and developmental issues, 
urbanization, their problems and their remedies.

	• Women form about half of India’s agricultural 
workforce, but are undercounted in official data.

	• Most are self-employed, yet only 10% own land.

	• Women agricultural wage workers in the studied 
villages earned less than ₹300 per day, with a 
significant gender wage gap.

	• In Tamil Nadu villages, women earned about ₹290, 
less than 50% of male wages.

	• According to the Labour Bureau (Nov 2025), the 
average daily wage for women in agriculture was 
₹384, with Kerala recording the highest (₹646).

	• Livestock rearing earnings are very low, with estimated 
implicit earnings around ₹100 per day in U.P. villages.

	• Returns from crop cultivation are low, with annual 
income below ₹16,000–₹24,000, limiting women’s 
earnings.

	• PARI village studies show women contribute a major 
share of labour in crop cultivation.

	• The study found women accounted for 57–61% 
labour in Tamil Nadu villages and ~41% in eastern 
Uttar Pradesh.

	• Livestock rearing (milch cattle, poultry) is largely 
managed by women.

	• About 40 million rural households own milch animals, 
implying similar women participation.

	• Mechanisation reduced wage demand, but women 
still form a significant share of casual agricultural 
labour.

	• Women’s agricultural work is underreported as it is 
informal, unpaid, seasonal, and mixed with care work.

	• Rural female workforce participation rose from 35% 
(2011–12) to 46.5% (2023–24).

	• This is below the global average (57–63%) reported 
by the ILO.

	• The increase is mainly due to growth in self-
employment, not wage jobs.

	• In 2023–24, about 117.6 million women worked in 
agriculture.

	• The estimated male workforce in agriculture was 
127.5 million.

	• Recently, the International Year of the Woman 
Farmer announced by the Food and Agriculture 
Organization (FAO) was observed along with 
Women’s Day (March 8).

	• Official statistics do not fully capture women’s 
participation and economic contribution in 
agriculture.

	• Women are central to crop and livestock production, 
but their remuneration remains low and stagnant.
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Youth-backed RSP win signals Nepal’s 
new political era

Prelims: General Studies Paper - 1
Current events of national and international importance

Mains: General Studies - 2
 India and its neighborhood- relations.

First-Past-The-Post (FPTP)

	• FPTP is an electoral system where the candidate 
who receives the highest number of votes in a 
constituency wins, even if they do not secure a 
majority.

	• It is used in direct elections to the Lok Sabha and 
State Legislative Assemblies in India, where the 
country is divided into geographical constituencies.

1. Background

2. Rise of the Rastriya Swatantra Party (RSP)

4. Implications for India-Nepal Relations

3. Youth-Driven Political Shift

	• Nepal held general elections on March 5, 2026, 
producing a major political shift with the Rastriya 
Swatantra Party (RSP) securing a landslide victory.

	• The election followed the Gen Z protests of 
September 2025, where youth mobilised against 
corruption and nepotism.

	• A temporary government led by former Chief 
Justice Sushila Karki oversaw the elections after the 
dissolution of the lower house.

	• Nepal’s 275-member House of Representatives 
elects 165 members through First-Past-the-Post 
(FPTP) and 110 through proportional representation 
(PR).

	• A party requires 138 seats to form a government, 
and the RSP is expected to form the government 
independently.

	• The RSP won 20 seats in 2022 and gained strong 
support in the 2026 election due to dissatisfaction 
with traditional parties.

	• Party chairman Rabi Lamichhane, former Deputy 
Prime Minister and Home Minister (2022), was 
earlier arrested on corruption charges but released 
during the protests.

	• The party nominated Kathmandu Mayor Balendra 
“Balen” Shah (2022) as its prime ministerial 
candidate.

	• Shah defeated former Prime Minister K.P. Sharma 
Oli in Jhapa-5 by nearly 50,000 votes.

	• India welcomed the successful elections and 
expressed commitment to strengthening bilateral 
relations.

	• India’s engagement with Nepal should focus on:

	h Respect for Nepal’s democratic process.

	h Development partnerships in infrastructure, 
energy, and education.

	• 52% of Nepal’s voters are between 18 and 40 years, 
and the RSP fielded many candidates under 40.

	• Its manifesto “Bacha Patra” emphasised clean 
governance, anti-corruption measures, and 
administrative and judicial reforms.

	• Since the 2015 Constitution, Nepal had not seen a 
single party majority, highlighting the significance of 
the RSP victory.

	• The new government faces expectations to ensure 
political stability and deliver socio-economic 
development.

	• Women workers outnumber men, but wages remain 
low with a gender gap.

	• The state must improve gender-disaggregated data 
collection to accurately record women’s agricultural 
work.

	• Ensuring land rights, fair wages, and labour 
protections is essential to improve the conditions of 
women farmers.

Proportional Representation (PR)

	• PR is an electoral system in which seats in 
the legislature are allocated to parties in 
proportion to their share of the total votes.

	• In India, PR is used in indirect elections such as 
the Rajya Sabha, Legislative Councils, and the 
election of the President and Vice President.
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A revision of GDP and its implications

1. GDP and Base Year Revision

1. Anti-Depredation Squads (ADS) and Their 
Objective

4. Implications and Remaining Concerns

Prelims: General Studies Paper - 1
Economic and Social Development-Sustainable Development, 
Poverty, Inclusion, Demographics, Social Sector Initiatives, etc.

Mains: General Studies - 3
Indian Economy and issues relating to planning, 
mobilization, of resources, growth, development and 
employment.

	• Gross Domestic Product (GDP) measures the total 
final value of goods and services produced in a 
country in a year.

	• GDP, or the economy’s gross value added (GVA), is 
an estimate prepared using a wide range of data on 
physical outputs and their prices, and this involves 
numerous statistical procedures. 

	• Estimates follow the UN System of National Accounts 
(UNSNA) framework.

	• The National Statistical Office (NSO) periodically 
revises the base year (every 5-10 years) to reflect 
changes in production patterns and prices.

	• The new GDP series uses 2022-23 as the base year, 
replacing the 2011-12 base year series.

	• Normally, rebasing should not reduce GDP size, since 
the economy remains the same.

	• The decline in GDP size may indicate correction of 
earlier overestimation.

	• A smaller GDP size could delay India’s goal of 
becoming a $5 trillion economy.

	• It is still unclear whether all methodological issues 
of the 2011–12 series have been resolved.

	• Experts are awaiting detailed methodological 
explanations to assess the accuracy and credibility 
of the new GDP series.

Groups to prevent human-wildlife 
conflict linked to elephant deaths

Prelims: General Studies Paper - 1
General issues on Environmental ecology, Biodiversity and 
Climate Change.

Mains: General Studies - 3
Conservation, environmental pollution and degradation, 
environmental impact assessment.

2. Background and Controversy of the 2011–12 Series

3. Key Findings of the New 2022–23 GDP Series

	• The 2011-12 base year revision (released in 2015) 
faced criticism from analysts and economists.

	• It showed higher manufacturing growth rates 
compared to earlier estimates.

	• Many experts argued that GDP growth rates were 
overestimated during the last decade.

	• The International Monetary Fund (IMF) gave India 
a ‘C’ grade for the quality of its National Accounts 
Statistics (NAS).

	• The overall GDP size has reduced by about 3-4% 
compared to the earlier series.

	• Annual growth rates remain similar (difference 
within ±1 percentage point).

	• Changes in sectoral composition:

	h Agriculture and Industry shares increased.

	h Services sector share declined.

	h Manufacturing share slightly increased to 14.7% 
(from 14.3%).

	• Institutional sector changes:

	h Private Corporate Sector (PCS) share declined 
(from 35.4% to 33.9% in 2022–23).

	h Household / informal sector share increased 
slightly, mainly due to agriculture.

	h Quiet and sensitive diplomacy to sustain trust.

	• The election reflects Nepal’s evolving democracy and 
rising youth aspirations, presenting an opportunity 
for stronger bilateral cooperation.
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4. Debate and Policy Implications

3. Possible Reasons for Increased Elephant Deaths

2. Key Findings of the Study

	• WWF experts argue the study shows association but 
not definite causation between ADS and elephant 
deaths.

	• Some deaths may have been misattributed because 
ADS operate mainly during cropping seasons.

	• Researchers call for re-evaluation of ADS and other 
conflict-mitigation methods such as electric fences 
and sound-light deterrents.

	• Experts emphasise the need for more rigorous 
studies before expanding such programmes.

	• Adaptive improvements to ADS operations may 
still help manage human-elephant conflict while 
protecting both people and wildlife.

	• Lights and loud sounds used by ADS may create a 
“landscape of fear” for elephants.

	• Frightened elephants may panic and move into 
hazardous areas, such as:

	h Railway tracks

	h Electric fences

	h Ditches or pits.

	• Even after adjusting for data biases and 
underreporting, elephant mortality remained 
higher in ADS areas.

	• A study published in Conservation Biology analysed 
20 years of elephant mortality data in Sonitpur.

	• Villages with ADS presence showed a 2-3 times 
increase in accidental elephant deaths compared to 
villages without ADS.

	• Deaths were mostly indirect, including:

	h Falling into ditches or trenches

	h Electrocution

	h Train collisions

	• The study found no clear reduction in human deaths 
due to ADS activities.

	• Anti-Depredation Squads (ADS) were launched 
in 2003 in Sonitpur district, Assam by the Assam 
government with support from World Wildlife Fund 
(WWF).

	• The aim was to reduce crop damage by elephants 
and prevent human–elephant conflict.

	• Local villagers and the Forest Department worked 
together to collectively chase elephants away from 
farms.

	• Each squad had 10-15 volunteers using searchlights 
and firecrackers to scare elephants.

	• They are a part of official national guidelines to deal 
with human-elephant conflicts and are also present 
in West Bengal, Odisha, and Chhattisgarh.
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International Year of the Woman Farmer

	• The year 2026 has been declared the 
International Year of the Woman Farmer 
by the United Nations through a resolution 
adopted in May 2024.

	• The initiative is coordinated by the Food 
and Agriculture Organization with support 
from agencies such as International Fund for 
Agricultural Development and World Food 
Programme. 

	• It aims to highlight the crucial role of women 
in agrifood systems, including production, 
processing, and food security.

	• The observance also seeks to address gender 
gaps in land rights, resources, finance, and 
technology faced by women farmers. 

	• It also promotes policy action and investment 
to empower women farmers and strengthen 
global food security and rural livelihoods.

 
System of National Accounts (SNA)

	• The System of National Accounts (SNA) 
is an internationally accepted framework 
that provides guidelines for measuring and 
compiling economic activity. 

	• It establishes a coherent, consistent, and 
integrated system of macroeconomic accounts 
based on globally agreed concepts, definitions, 
classifications, and accounting rules.

	• The SNA framework also explains economic 
processes, showing how production and 
income are distributed among households, 
businesses, governments, and the rest of the 
world. 

	• It is designed to be applicable to all countries, 
regardless of their level of economic 
development.

	• The SNA acts as a central framework for 
economic statistics, helping integrate different 
statistical systems and ensuring consistency 
with national accounts data.


