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The Phaltan case is also about a victim’s 
dignity

Somaliland is no longer a diplomatic 
endnote

1.Phaltan Case and the ‘Second Crime’

1.Context

4. Way Forward - Bridging Law and Practice

3. Judicial Stand and Institutional Failure

2. Legal Safeguards Against Victim Shaming

Prelims: General Studies Paper - 1
Indian Polity and Governance-Constitution, Political System, 
Panchayati Raj, Public Policy, Rights Issues, etc.

Prelims: General Studies Paper - 1
Current events of national and international importance

Mains: General Studies - 2
Government policies and interventions for development 
in various sectors and issues arising out of their design and 
implementation.

Mains: General Studies - 2
Effect of policies and politics of developed and developing 
countries on India’s interests, Indian diaspora.

	• The suicide of a young woman doctor in Phaltan 
(Maharashtra) exposed deep failures despite pro-
women criminal laws.

	• She alleged rape and harassment by a police official, 
but her pleas were ignored by authorities.

	• Beyond the original offence, she and her family faced 
public character assassination.

	• This societal and institutional secondary victimisation 
is termed the “second crime”, which often causes 
greater harm than the primary offence.

	• Laws alone are insufficient without change in 
institutional behaviour and social mindset.

	• Training and sensitisation of police, prosecutors, and 
judges is essential.

	• Society must end tolerance for victim-blaming and 
ensure victim-centric investigations.

	• Strengthen forensic infrastructure, women’s desks, 
digital evidence handling, and legal aid access.

	• Women in authority must uphold constitutional 
morality, showing solidarity, responsibility, and 
leadership beyond symbolic representation.

	• Supreme Court rulings affirm that prior sexual 
history is irrelevant and victim testimony should not 
be doubted due to gender or morality.

	• Courts have condemned victim-blaming as “adding 
insult to injury”.

	• In the Phaltan case, public comments by a statutory 
women’s body revealed private details, violating the 
spirit of judicial protections.

	• Such actions amount to extra-judicial victim 
shaming, creating a social verdict against the victim.

	• The Criminal Law (Amendment) Act, 2013 (Nirbhaya 
Act) aimed to protect victim dignity.

	• Section 53A of the Indian Evidence Act (now Section 
50, Bharatiya Sakshya Adhiniyam (BSA) 2023) bars 
use of a victim’s personal life or habits to infer 
consent.

	• Section 146 IEA (now Section 48, BSA) prohibits 
questioning about “immoral character” during cross-
examination.

	• Section 228A IPC (now Section 72, Bharatiya Nyaya 
Sanhita) strictly bans disclosure of identity of sexual 
assault victims, even after death.
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5. Other Challenges

4. Strategic Maritime Risks

3.China’s Strategic Dilemma

2.Where is Somaliland?

1. Context

6.Way Ahead for China

	• China’s pro-Palestinian stance bolsters opposition 
to Israel but risks entangling Beijing in Middle East 
disputes, alienating pragmatic regional ties.

	• Ethiopia’s 2024 port deal, US congressional support, 
and UAE backing signal momentum that erodes 
China’s diplomatic isolation of Somaliland.

	• Blocking recognition fails to address rising Taiwanese 
presence, Israeli/Western Red Sea access, and rival 
security near Djibouti.

	• Bab el-Mandeb Strait is vital for China’s Maritime 
Silk Road trade and energy, secured by its Djibouti 
base since 2017.

	• Israel’s recognition risks Somaliland becoming a 
rival hub backed by Israel, UAE, and US near Djibouti

	• Somaliland’s legitimacy threatens China’s port 
investments and political influence in the Gulf of 
Aden.

	• Pressuring Hargeisa could push it closer to Taiwan, 
Israel, and Western powers, contradicting non-
interference policy.

	• China’s opposition to Israel’s recognition stems 
from defending the “One China” principle, viewing 
Somaliland’s statehood as separatism akin to Taiwan.

	• Somaliland’s position threatens Beijing’s Red Sea 
security and influence in Africa amid great-power 
rivalry

	• Unlike unstable Somalia, Somaliland’s 30+ years of 
peace, elections, and institutions challenge China’s 
rigid sovereignty stance.

	• Somaliland’s 2020 diplomatic alliance with Taipei, 
including a Hargeisa office and cooperation, directly 
provokes Beijing.

	• Somaliland lies in the Horn of Africa, in the 
northwestern part of what is internationally 
recognized as Somalia.

	• It borders Djibouti to the northwest, Ethiopia to 
the south and west, and Somalia to the east, with a 
coastline along the Gulf of Aden.

	• Somaliland is not widely recognised as an 
independent country by the international 
community; it functions as a de facto state with 
its own government, currency, and military, but 
Somalia still claims it as part of its territory.

	• The U.S. advanced a Russia Sanctions Bill empowering 
tariffs up to 500% on countries buying Russian oil, 
officially to weaken Russia’s war economy.

	• This followed the capture of Venezuelan President 
Nicolás Maduro on January 3, with U.S. briefings 
emphasising Venezuela’s vast oil reserves as a 
strategic priority.

	• Together, these actions reflect U.S. anxiety over 
the erosion of the petrodollar (revenue generated 
from petroleum exports), long central to American 
financial dominance.

	• Strengthen UNSC leverage and African Union 
lobbying to uphold Somalia’s unity and counter 
recognition cascades.

	• Invest in narrative control through media and 
economic aid to portray China as a non-interfering 
partner in the Horn.

Fearing de-dollarisation: On the U.S., oil 
and the petrodollar

Prelims: General Studies Paper - 1
Current events of national and international importance

Mains: General Studies - 2
 Effect of policies and politics of developed and developing 
countries on India’s interests, Indian diaspora.

	• Israel’s December 2025 recognition of Somaliland 
as a sovereign state disrupts Horn of Africa stability 
by challenging Somalia’s territorial integrity.

	• It risks proxy conflicts, economic sanctions from 
regional powers, and militarization of the Red Sea 
corridor.

	• Beijing may use economic coercion, elite lobbying, 
media campaigns via StarTimes, and UNSC vetoes to 
counter recognition.
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2. Emerging Shifts

3. Strategic Implications

	• Since Russia’s 2014 Crimea annexation and especially 
after the 2022 Ukraine invasion, major oil consumers 
have bypassed the dollar.

	• India imported large volumes of Russian crude after 
2022, accounting for over 20% of Russia’s war-period 
exports, with some payments reportedly in yuan.

	• China purchased even larger volumes, using 
non-dollar settlements, accelerating renminbi 
internationalisation.

	• The global energy transition, led by China’s electric 
vehicle sales, is reshaping oil demand and weakening 
oil-centric financial systems.

	• BRICS’ contemplation of a parallel currency further 
unsettles the dollar-centric global order.

	• U.S. pressure on Russian oil trade and focus on 
Venezuelan oil assets appear aimed at checking 
China’s growing influence in energy markets and 
currency alternatives.

	• The contest is ultimately over the future architecture 
of global trade and finance, not merely oil or 
geopolitics.

National Improvised Explosive Device Data 
Management System (NIDMS)

	• The Union Home Minister recently inaugurated 
the operationalisation of the National IED Data 
Management System (NIDMS), a centralised 
and secure national platform for the 
management of data related to Improvised 
Explosive Device (IED) incidents.

	• Developed under the aegis of the National 
Security Guard (NSG), it  is designed to serve as 
a single, authoritative repository of IED-related 
information across the country.

	• It aims to support prevention, investigation 
and response mechanisms by enabling 
systematic data collection, analysis, and 
dissemination among authorised stakeholders.

KEYWORDS

	• With the help of AI, NIDMS will connect with 
other data sources to create a strong security 
grid in the country

	• It will become the next-generation security 
shield against terrorism. 

National e-Governance Division (NeGD)

	• In 2009, the National e-Governance Division 
(NeGD) was established by the Ministry of 
Electronics & Information Technology (MeitY) 
as an Independent Business Division. 

	• It functions under the Digital India Corporation 
(formerly Media Lab Asia), which is a Section 8 
not-for-profit company.

	• Since its inception, NeGD has played a pivotal 
role in supporting MeitY in the programme 
management and implementation of 
e-Governance initiatives. 

	• It also provides technical and advisory support 
to Central and State Ministries/Departments 
and other government organisations.

	• NeGD’s core operational areas include 
programme management, project 
development, technology management, 
capacity building, and awareness and 
communication activities under the flagship 
Digital India Programme. 

	• It has developed and manages several National 
Public Digital Platforms, including DigiLocker, 
Entity Locker, UMANG, OpenForge, API Setu, 
myScheme, India Stack Global, Meri Pehchaan, 
and UX4G.
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Ashtamudi Lake 

	• Ashtamudi Lake is one of the largest and most 
scenic lakes in Kerala and is known as the 
gateway to the backwaters.

	• It is located in Kollam district and derives its 
name from its unique eight-armed shape, 
with Ashtamudi meaning “eight braids” in 
Malayalam.

	• It is mainly fed by the Kallada River and drains 
into the Arabian Sea.

	• Ashtamudi Lake supports mangroves, 
wetlands, and rich biodiversity, including fish 
species such as karimeen (pearl spot) and 
migratory birds.

	• The lake was designated as a Ramsar Site in 
2002, recognizing its international importance 
as a wetland.

	• It is a major center for backwater tourism, 
especially houseboat cruises.

	• Ashtamudi Lake is also the venue for the 
President’s Trophy Boat Race, one of Kerala’s 
prestigious snake boat races.

Places in news


