
FINDER
FORTUNE IAS NEWS DAILY EXPLAINER

05th

January
2026

@fortuneias @fortune_ias_academyenquiries@fortuneias.com | www.fortuneias.com | +91 94950 15888 | +91 81389 40888

Hubris and caution — China’s posture as 
2026 begins

3. Expanding Influence, Rising Pushback

4. India–China Relations: Cautious 
Stabilisation without Normalisation

2. China’s 2025 Pivot: Economic Pressures 
and Strategic Inwardness

1. Context

Prelims: General Studies Paper - 1
Current events of national and international importance

Mains: General Studies - 2
India and its neighborhood- relations.

	• Under Donald Trump, the U.S. now treats China 
mainly as an economic competitor, not a systemic 
rival. Yet clashes like Venezuela show strategic rivalry 
continues.

	• The Trump - Xi Jinping meeting led to small trade 
and tech relaxations. This was tactical, not a true 
partnership, but it still limits choices for other 
countries.

	• India ties face friction, and Washington is less 
focused on India as a China counter. China feels 
advantaged and is less willing to address India’s 
concerns.

	• China prioritises the Global South, expands BRI, 
BRICS, and naval presence in the Indian Ocean, 
but many countries remain wary due to debt, 
dependence, and loss of autonomy.

	• High-level meetings in 2025 helped stabilize ties 
between India and China, but   the border dispute 
remains unresolved.

	• Buffer zones continue to limit India’s patrols and 
grazing rights, giving China gradual gains through 
grey-zone tactics.

	• Actions such as China - Pakistan military coordination, 
hydropower projects near the border, rare-earth 
restrictions, and repeated claims on Arunachal 
Pradesh have reinforced India’s concerns.

	• In 2025, China tightened political control and 
national security oversight while also expanding 
the power and risk-taking posture of the People’s 
Liberation Army, including advances in nuclear and 
conventional capabilities.

	• China’s 2025 growth is below 5% due to weak 
demand, property crisis, 38-month deflation, low 
productivity, fiscal strains; Beijing prioritised state-
led AI, semiconductors, green tech, self-reliance in 
15th FYP.

	• To offset domestic weakness, exports drove a $1 
trillion trade surplus in Jan-Nov 2025, dominating 
high-tech global value chains (EVs, batteries, solar, 
machinery), disrupting economies worldwide and 
prompting IMF warnings on trade tensions.

	• Huge exports and trade surplus increased global 
tensions and hurt partners like India.

	• After worrying about the U.S. and its slowing 
economy earlier, China by 2025 felt it was gaining 
strength especially in trade, diplomacy, and 
influence in developing countries though problems 
at home still remain.

	• Under Xi Jinping, China is focusing more on 
national security, making its own technology, 
and strengthening domestic industries, while still 
depending heavily on exports for growth.

	• Changes in how the United States and China deal 
with India have reduced India’s importance for 
both, making India - China relations more difficult to 
manage.



FORTUNE IAS NEWS DAILY EXPLAINER 05-01-2026

enquiries@fortuneias.com | www.fortuneias.com | +91 94950 15888 | +91 81389 40888

FORTUNE IAS NEWS DAILY EXPLAINER 05-01-2026

enquiries@fortuneias.com | www.fortuneias.com | +91 94950 15888 | +91 81389 40888 @fortuneias @fortune_ias_academy

1.Context

4. Way Forward: Implementing 
Constitutional Guarantees

2. From Governance Vacuum 
to State Presence

3. What the State Did to Turn the Tide?

	• Maoists shifted to the Dandakaranya region in the 
1980s due to pressure elsewhere; its dense forests, 
difficult terrain, and location across multiple states 
made it a long-term stronghold.

	• Maoist violence has reduced by nearly 90% between 
2010 and 2025, shrinking Left Wing Extremism to a 
few pockets, mainly in Chhattisgarh.

	• LWE-affected districts fell steadily to just 11 by 
October 2025, with only three : Bijapur, Narayanpur, 
and Sukma in Bastar division classified as most 
affected.

	• China will continue managed rivalry with the U.S., 
hard-nosed diplomacy with neighbours, Global 
South outreach, and controlled assertiveness along 
borders and seas.

	• India must balance engagement with stronger 
deterrence, faster domestic tech and industrial 
growth, and realistic expectations from external 
partners, preparing for a long-term strategic contest.

	• The focus must move from only security operations 
to addressing tribal rights and long-pending 
governance gaps.

	• Effective implementation of laws like the Panchayats 
(Extension to Scheduled Areas) Act and the Forest 
Rights Act should be the foundation for lasting peace.

	• In areas with little past governance, rebuild 
administration ensuring transparency, service 
delivery, and trust.

	• In the 1980s, the Dandakaranya region was remote, 
forested, poorly governed, and inhabited by 
marginalised tribal communities, allowing Maoists 
to grow due to weak state presence.

	• Administrative neglect and lack of basic services 
enabled Maoists to set up parallel systems of control 
and influence over local populations.

	• Mining-driven extraction and tribal struggles over jal 
- jungle - zameen created long-term grievances that 
sustained insurgency.

	• New camps increased the police-to-population 
ratio in remote areas, limiting Maoist movement 
and reducing their ability to operate freely.

	• Quicker response times and better coordination put 
Maoists on the defensive and improved morale and 
effectiveness of security forces.

	• Visible state dominance weakened Maoists 
psychologically, while villagers gained confidence 
that welfare and protection came from the 
government.

	• Improved human intelligence, along with roads and 
mobile towers around camps, enhanced operations 
and transformed local livelihoods.

	• Civil administration outreach expanded, recruitment 
and funding declined, many cadres surrendered or 
were neutralised.

Security camps, the game changer in the 
Maoist fight

Prelims: General Studies Paper - 1
Current events of national and international importance

Mains: General Studies - 3
Role of external state and non-state actors in creating challenges 
to internal security

Dandakaranya Region

	• It   is a vast forested physiographic region in 
east-central India, spanning about 92,300 sq 
km across Chhattisgarh, Odisha, Telangana, 
and Andhra Pradesh, bounded by Abujhmar 
Hills in the west and Eastern Ghats in the east.

	• The region holds mineral wealth including 
iron ore, manganese, and bauxite, and is 
historically significant as the mythical forest 
from the Ramayana epic
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1. Context

1. Context

2. Drivers Behind U.S. Action

3. Challenges and Possible Outcomes

	• Venezuela’s President Nicolás Maduro has been 
captured by the U.S. military and flown to the United 
States to face drug trafficking and narco-terrorism 
charges.

	• The operation took place on January 3 after months 
of U.S. pressure on Venezuela.

	• The U.S. charged Maduro during Donald Trump’s 
first term, and a new case may also name his wife.

	• The capture reflects the U.S. view of the Venezuelan 
leadership as a criminal-terrorist network, though 
the future of regime change remains uncertain.

	• On 4 December 2025, Field Marshal Asim Munir was 
appointed Pakistan’s first Chief of Defence Force 
(CDF) while continuing as Chief of Army Staff (COAS). 

	• This marked a de facto concentration of military 
power without overt takeover.

	• The 27th Constitutional Amendment granted 
legal immunity, curtailed judicial oversight, and 
centralised authority in military leadership, widely 
interpreted as a silent coup.

	• Post Operation Sindoor, Munir’s enhanced stature 
and international engagements overshadowed PM 
Shehbaz Sharif, reflecting erosion of civilian primacy.

	• Surrendered cadres seeking to pursue tribal causes 
through democratic means should be integrated 
carefully to prevent relapse through schemes like 
Surrender-cum-Rehabilitation Scheme for Left Wing 
Extremists

	• A dedicated task force with a development roadmap 
till 2047, aligned with the Viksit Bharat, can convert 
security gains into sustainable peace.

	• One motive is the push by Republican hawks to 
achieve regime change in Venezuela and overturn its 
socialist government.

	• Another motive comes from Trump’s claim that 
Venezuela’s state and military are involved in drug 
trafficking, which the U.S. equates with terrorism 
harming Americans.

	• While Trump campaigned on avoiding foreign 
conflicts, his administration argues this action is law 
enforcement-driven, not a traditional war.

	• Removing Maduro alone is unlikely to dismantle 
Venezuela’s entrenched political and military 
system; power may simply shift within the regime.

	• History (e.g., Libya, Iraq, Afghanistan) shows that 
military force without nation-building often leads to 
chaos, instability, and prolonged U.S. involvement.

	• A destabilised Venezuela could trigger refugee flows, 
worsen drug trafficking, and cause human rights 
abuses, undermining U.S. goals.

	• Trump may prefer a quick symbolic victory without 
deeper engagement, but this leaves no clear path to 
lasting regime change.

The uncertainty after Maduro

Political instability, constitutional 
change, and the military’s hold over 
Pakistan

Prelims: General Studies Paper - 1
Current events of national and international importance

Prelims: General Studies Paper - 1
Current events of national and international importance

Mains: General Studies - 2
Effect of policies and politics of developed and developing 
countries on India’s interests, Indian diaspora.

Mains: General Studies - 2
India and its neighborhood- relations.
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4. Conclusion

3. Civilian Marginalisation and
 Enduring Pattern

2. Historical Roots of Military 
Dominance

	• Since independence, weak civilian institutions, early 
loss of Jinnah, ethnic-linguistic divides, corruption, 
radicalisation, and geopolitical pressures have 
prevented civilian control of the state.

	• These conditions enabled the military to emerge as 
Pakistan’s most cohesive power centre.

	• The rise of Gen. Asim Munir is systemic, not 
exceptional.

	• Without institutional reform and stronger civilian 
governance, the military will continue to dominate 
from behind the scenes.

	• 2008- 18: Four Prime Ministers - Gilani, Ashraf, 
Nawaz Sharif, Abbasi - failed to complete full terms, 
underscoring persistent civil- military imbalance.

	• Imran Khan (2018): Initially Army-backed, he lost 
support after asserting autonomy, became the first 
PM removed by no-confidence, later jailed and 
politically constrained.

	• 2024 elections: PTI-backed independents won more 
than 90 seats, but a Shehbaz Sharif-led coalition, 
with implicit Army support, formed the government- 
popularity without power.

Ayub to Yahya (1969-71)

•	 Mass protests and inequality weakened Ayub Khan, 
leading to a military handover to Gen. Yahya Khan 
(1969).

•	 Rejection of the 1970 election mandate of Sheikh 
Mujibur Rahman caused repression, the 1971 war, 
and Bangladesh’s creation.

•	 Yahya’s exit (Dec 1971) following these events 
exposed the military’s veto over democracy. 

Zia-ul-Haq (1977-88)
•	 Disputed 1977 elections enabled Gen. Zia’s Operation 

Fair Play, overthrowing and executing  Zulfikar Ali 
Bhutto .

•	 His 11-year rule entrenched Islamisation, jihadist 
ideology, and repression.

•	 Rentier growth was driven by foreign aid and 
the Afghan jihad, alongside smuggling and arms 
trafficking..

•	 Terrorism in Kashmir was institutionalised; Zia’s 1988 
crash ended his rule, not military dominance.

From Benazir to Musharraf (1988- 2008)
•	 Benazir Bhutto was removed within two years after 

clashing with the Army, reflecting constrained civilian 
authority.

•	 The 1990s saw repeated government collapses.
•	 Kargil (Operation Koh-e-Paima) under Gen. 

Musharraf undermined peace and led to the 1999 
coup; crises eroded legitimacy, ending with his exit 
after 2008 elections.

Samudra Pratap

•	 The Indian Coast Guard’s first indigenously 
designed and built pollution control vessel, 
Samudra Pratap, will be commissioned into 
the force by Defence Minister Rajnath Singh on 
January 5,

•	 Measuring 114.5 metres and weighing 4,200 
tonnes, the vessel has over 60 per cent 
indigenous content. 

•	 It can achieve speeds of over 22 knots and has 
an endurance of 6,000 nautical miles.

•	 It will play a key role in enforcing marine 
pollution control regulations, maritime law 
enforcement, search and rescue operations, 
and protecting India’s Exclusive Economic Zone 
(EEZ).

•	 It is equipped with advanced systems to detect 
oil spills viz Oil finger printing machine, Gyro 
stabilized Standoff Active Chemical Detector 
and PC lab equipment enabling comprehensive 
pollution response operations.
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Archaea

	• Archaea are single-celled microorganisms that 
resemble bacteria in shape and size but are 
evolutionarily and biologically distinct from 
them. 

	• Like bacteria, they lack a membrane-bound 
nucleus, yet they differ in cell wall composition 
and internal cellular processes.

	• Many archaea thrive in extreme environments, 
such as boiling hot springs, polar ice, and areas 
with high pressure or salinity. 

	• Their ability to survive such harsh conditions is 
linked to their strong and resilient cell walls.

	• Although archaea are among the most 
abundant life forms on Earth, no archaea 
species has yet been identified as a pathogen.

Venezuela

•	 Venezuela lies at the northern end of South 
America, bordered by Guyana, Brazil, Colombia, 
and the Caribbean Sea and Atlantic Ocean.

•	 Its capital, Caracas, is the main centre of industry 
and administration.

•	 The country administers Caribbean islands such 
as Margarita, Los Roques, and La Tortuga.

•	 Venezuela claims 53,000 sq miles west of the 
Essequibo River in Guyana and has maritime 
disputes with Colombia.

•	 It has diverse physiography, including the Andes 
mountain chains, interior highlands, the Orinoco 
River basin, and Lake Maracaibo. 

•	 It also features Angel Falls, the world's highest 
waterfall.

•	 Oil exploitation in the 20th century transformed 
the economy and drove rapid urbanisation.

•	 However, heavy oil dependence created deep 
social and regional inequalities.

•	 Today, Venezuela faces poverty, debt, corruption, 
and political instability.

•	 On 3 January 2026, the U.S. military conducted 
Operation Absolute Resolve, capturing President 
Nicolás Maduro in a targeted raid in Caracas.

•	 As of 5 January 2026, Maduro is in U.S. federal 
custody in New York, facing charges of narco-
terrorism and drug trafficking.
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